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THE BERKSHIRES

Things are looking up in north country business scene

NORTH ADAMS — {f change is
necessary for vitality, the North
Berkshires should be growing by
their bootstraps.

Instead, tne population and labor
" force have remained constant or di-
" minished somewhat over the past 10
 years.

But the prospects are tremendous.

Consider: A brand new, but empty
factory in a former corn field in Wil-
liamstown. A cavernous former tex-
tile factory converted ior the growth

. of millions of mushreoms in North

<. Adams, while another new industrial
building churns out wood-burning
stoves and furnaces. And Adams con-
tinues to look to Mount Greylock for
tourist attractions including a possi-
ble casino hotel to complement the
brace of national industries operating
in the town.

Meanwhile, both Williams College
and North Adams-State College serve
as islands of economic stablity with
upwards of 2,000 students each and
large faculties and work forces.

oy

Sprague Electric continues to hold
its own as the largest industry in
North Berkshire, with lifelong em-
ployees breathing easier since the
proposed merger of its pareat firm,
GK Technologies, and Penn Central
Corp. of New York fizzied late in
November.

In addition to Sprague, GK oper-
ates the General Cable Co., Cornish
Wire Division, with plants in North
Adams, Williamstown and Pownal,
vt

Certainly the situation iooks far
brighter than a year ago, when Huni-
er Outdoor Products and Inflated
Products in North Adams and Clarks-
burg Coating, all affiliates of Cessna
Land Leasing Inc., closed down in
December, 1979, throwing more than
400 persons out of work.

This followed the demise of Hoo-
suck Community Resources Inc.,
which had been leasing the former
Windsor Print Works mill for an arts
and crafts center.

Mayor Richard C. Lamb acted

PITTSFIELD — For-years, the
annual prognostication on busi-
ness and employment by General
Electric Co. has been considered
a barometer of the economy of
Pittsfield and Berkshire County.

The forecast of Nicholas Boras-
ki, GE’s vice president and man-
ager of the Power Transformer
Department, usually has consid-
erable bearing on downtown
Pittsfield and its immediate
environs.

Boraski described local plant
employment as “‘the most consis-
tent in years, averaging around
8.000 for the year.”

In contrast to the past two years
when projected layoffs were be-
tween 1,000 and 1,500, Boraski an-
ticipates layoffs of about 300 in the
power and ordnance areas.

Overall, - Boraski predicts a
goed year for the plastics and ord-
nance departments, but warns
that declining demand for power
transmission products will pose
serious problems for that depart-
ment in the next few years.

Boraski said the local payroll
will continue to grow, from $176
million in 1980 to an anticipated
$190 million this year. This figure
means about $3.5 million pours
into the local economy each week,
he estimated.

Pittsfield was riven with contro-
versy during 1979 and 1980 over
the $150 million mall proposed by
Pyramid Cos. of New York. The
issue was resolved when Mayor
Charles L. Smith refused to ac-
cept the Pyramid proposal.

Pittsfield expects
a rebound in 1981

This also resulted in forfeiture
of the $14.2 million Urban Devel-
opment Action Grant which was
to have been aliocated by the fed-
eral govem'ment.

Shortly afterward, two disas-
trous fires forced almost two
dozen firms either to seek new
quarters or go out of business.

A 1979 fire had destroyed two
business blocks on the west side.

However, Mayor Smith con-
tends that the city’'s vitality can
overcome such disasters and that
downtown will rise phoemx-hke
out of the ashes.

The mayor’s attitude is shared
to a certain extent by Glenn Har-
vey, bresident of the Central
Berkshire Chamber of Com-
merce, who points out that, de-
spite the loss of 30 businesses in
downtown Pittsfield, the central
Berkshire economy heid its own.

During 1980, several major con-
struction projects were started
and some are near completion.

Crane and Co. in Dalton begana
$9 million plant expansion pro-
gram last year; Berkshire Life
Insurance Co. started its $4.5 mil-
lion home office expansion
project; the $5 million Vicon Co.
solid waste recycling plant was
started; housing projects valued
at approximately $6.1 million
neared completion.

Otd Colony Bank, the First Na-
tiopal Bank of Boston affiliate in
Pittsfield, seeks a branch office in
Great Barrington in addition to its
two facilities in Pittsfield.

quickly, taking over the Windsor mill
and the former Hunter and Inflated
mills, all on Union Street.

The North Adams Industrial Devel-
opment Commission -went to work
finding new terants for Windsor and
some of the survivors of the Cessna
debacle formed Cecile Industries
Inc., to produce sleeping bags and
other producis for the Army in the
Beaver Mill, given to the North Berk-
shire Economic Development Corp.
some years ago by Sprague Electric.

Mayor Lamb then announced plans
for a mushroom factory in the former
Inflated building, with Stephen C.
Lundy of Arlington, Vi., proposing to
lease with an option to buy the build-
ing for the new venture, which is still
in the talking stages.

Meanwhile- X-Tyal International
Corp. of New York bought the old
Hunter building, again relying on mil-
itary clothing and equipment con-
tracts, with 144 new jobs projected.

A dozen other smaller businesses,
with from two to 70 employees also

South Lee

SOUTH LEE — This tiny village
town, located off the Massachusetts
Turnpike, has been recognized for
some time as a small antique alley
along Route 102 by many tourists.

But the village, according to James
L. Burns, Jr., chairman of the Lee
Planning Board, will see an industrial
explosion as well with construction

" this year of a $2 million distribution

center for Country Curtains, Inc. of
Stockbridge.

The 45,000-square-foot structure
will be built this spring and complet-
ed by September, according to com-
pany officials.

~ The curtain business currently is
housed in The Red Lion Inn, Stock-
bridge, but it has been doing such a
good velume of business, according to
its owners, that it was time to expand.
Owners are former state senator
John H. Fitzpatrick and his wife,
Jane. ’

In Southern Berkshire County, bu-
sinesses appear to be hoiding their
own, but many spokesmen referred to
the national economy and high inter-
est rates as reasons for muted
growth.

moved into the city in 1979, using sec-
tions of the old mills.

An exception was Mchawk Indus-
tries of Adams, which became the
first tenant of the new Robert Hard-
man Industrial Park, just over the
line in North Adams. Construction of
a $1.5 million, 60,900-square foot plant
was finished at year's end, with the
old Adams plant combining for pro-
duction of three models of Tempwood
stoves and the Jet-stream multi-fuel
furnace, being produced under con-
tract for Hampden Industries of
Prince Edward Island, Canada.

North Adams lost out in the final
selection process by another Canadi-
an firm, Bombardier of Montreal,
which decided to build its first U.S.
plant in Barre, Vt., for the production
of railway cars.

Williamstown boasts a “‘mystery
plant,” built in a hurry this fall by
Gordon Walters of Steinerfilm adja-
cent to his own plant just off Route 7
south of the Vermont border.

Walters, a former Sprague execu-

tive, began operations in his base-
ment nine years ago and now em-
ploys 108 at a new plant, producing
metalized dielectric capacitor film.

Due to his impressive track record,
Williamstown officials were willing to
let him construct the second, 15,000~
square foot structure for an undis-
closed manufacturing operation,
under the name Chadbourne Inc.,
with a projected employme:t figure
of 60 by the middle of the year.

Steinerfilm itself hopes to expand
its work force to 150 by the end of the
year.

Adams has a well diversified indus-
trial mix, ranging from locally owned
Arnold Print Works to branches of
Pfizer, Inc.; W.R. Grace & Company:
James River Rochester Inc.; Holland
Company Inc.; and Waverly Fabrics,
Division of F. Schumacher.

But the burning issue is the future

- of the long-stalled Greylock Glen Re-

sort, where various promoters talk
about a $60 million investment to
complete the facilities, including a

350-room casino hotel. Promoters tell
of more than 1,000 new direct jobs and
twice as many indirect. while oppo-
nents talk about vices.

Williamstown residents are a little
edgey about the future of the 1,000-
acre Mount Hope Farm. put together
30 years ago by the Rockefeller fami-
ly, but sold two years ago by Williams
College to August and Pamela
Mansker, operators of a chain of
health clubs and a new program on
how to succeed in business.

The Manskers started to re{urbish
Mount Hope in the grand manner, but
in recent weeks have talked of re-
trenchment. Locals are fearful of re-
sale of one of the largest parcels of
land in the town.

The situation may not be as dynam-
ic as some of the growth communities
in the south, but it is certainly not
disiressed either.

The winter tourism picture is also
about 360 degrees turned from the
disaster of last season.

planning industrial expansion

Clayton E. Burke, president and
general manager of Mead, Inc.,
which produces technical papers and
printing. said the past year has had
its highs and lows but the company
has been able to maintain its employ-
ment level at 380.

Martin H. Deely, president of Lee
Lime, said wet weather last spring
caused a slowdown, but he projected
a financially good spring.

Deeley noted that projected sales of
agricultural limestone are up over
last year.

At the Schweitzer division of Kim-
berly Clark Corp. in Lee. there have
been layoffs over the past year due to
a slowdown in sales in the capacitor
paper business, a spokesman said.

Richard J. Krueger, manager, Lee
Mills, said that the mill is in a healthy
condition and the company is recall-
ing 24 employees.

And spokesmen for the food and
beverage industry in South County
said last year was a good one as tour-
ists continued to find a spot in their

hearts for the Berkshires.

While many local people said the
prices of food and beverges increased
dramatically over the year, tourists
from major cities apparently find the
Berkshires a *‘bargain” for their lei-
sure dollars.

What surprised many observers is
that the normal eight-week summer
vacation period with Tanglewood as

the focal point has expanded to nearly
a year-round business for small bou-
tiques, specialty shops. restaurants
and small inns.

And finally. the weatherman did his
part to make the summer good for
tourists and the Christmas season
good for tourists and skiers who favor
the small Southern Berkshire Ski
areas.
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BRAND NEW INFORMATION PROCESSING
SUPPLIES CATALGG AVAILABLE.

i your d'uld would like to play

MUSIC FOR KIDS

Plato said that children

id be music “in

order that they may leam to

be more gentle, and har-

monious, and rhythmical and

so more fitted for speech
and action.”

Check the musical instru-
ments column in the Classi-
fied section of this news-
paper. It's a great place to
track down whataver it is

um there now!
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The special tax problems
of the substantial earner:

Announcing a Merrill Lynch bookiet on Tax Investments.

If you're in the 49% or higher tax bracket,
you know how much of your hard-earned
money you send to the LR.S. on April 15.
But precisely because you are in a high
tax bracket, you have the opportunity of

a tax investment.

deferring a good part of your tax dollars —

and. poxs:bl) making a profit, too! It’s pos-
sible because of tax investments {(some-
“tax shelters™). which can be

¢ suitable for investors with substantial

times called

> incomes and assets.

the entire field and tells you:

e

» What tax investments are.
¢ How they work.

: o Why tax investrnents must make eco-
nomic sense as well as offer tax benefits.

Please send me your booklet

Now Merrill Lynch offers a clearly writ-
ten booklet that presents a basic survey of

e How to choose a tax investment that's -
right for your personal financial goals.

® The major points you and your advisers
should be sure to discuss before you make

Included are worksheets to help you cal-
culate the tax advantages you would have
gained by making tax investments last year.

And whether you
have sufficient
asseis to justify
considering a tax
mvestment.

For your free
booklet, call your
local Merrill Lynch
office. Or mail the
coupon today.
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of Account Executive:

explaining tax investments.
without cost or obligaiion.
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= TNB Financial Group consists ~ sophisticated financial services While we are corn}nitted
5 NN N R SN NN NG N SWE SN N SN NN N GO SN O pffs_“re}l-&staphshedﬁnandal to the most innovative loan tomeetmgallyourbusmess
. institutions with 38 offices con- packages. needs, we would like to serve
Mail to: Merrill Lynch Name _ veniently located throughout In addition, we have the ~you in a friendly, persohal wav—
PO. Box 3219 Western Massachusetts. lending capabilities of over 4  as neighbors, as well as bankers.
Address g capal
Springfield. MA 01101 o This enables us to respond.  million dollars, the highest of Put the financial resources
Call: (413) 785-4100 Citv State Zip quickly to meet all your busi- ~ any Western Massachusetts-  of the TNB Financial Group to
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TNB FINANCIAL GROUP

Third National Bank of Hampden County * Ware Trust Co. - Williamstown National Bank
The First National Bank of Athol - Pioneer National Bank —Franklin - Pioneer Nzational Bank —Hampshire
T.N.B. Leasing Corp. - T.N.B. Mortgage Company, inc.

1391 Main Street, Springfield, Massachusetts 01103 (413) 733-1141

Member FDIC.



