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Fear12 Dead in Burned Plan

etail Sales Here at All-T ime

1

Fxpected to
Top Last Year

" By 24 Million |

Estimate Total Volume
For City and County to
Exceed 8115 000,000

‘R.etaxl sales in Rockford and
Winnebago county during 1946

« are expected to reach an ali-

# time high .in excess of $115,-
000,000, * eclipsing last .year’s
previous mark by an estimated
twenty—four million dollars, it
was disclosed today.

Computed on the basis of the two
per cent Tlinois- retailers’ occupa-
tional sales tax paid by county es-
ablishments: to ' the 'state treasury,

- the local sales volume for the first

nine months amounts to 586463-

.963.50. .

" The mne-month total is g:eater
“than final- figure of $85,975,098.50
reported. for all “of ‘1944, and more
than five’ mxllion dollars less than

" the previous--all-time high oi} $91,-

—AP wirephoto."

‘m:lrm ‘Ernest Thompson
(above); lieuterant governor-eiect
of Georgia,-key figure in a dis~
DPute ' over governorship -of : that-
state since. the' death of Gov.~

people of - Georgia -expect. me to-
become -governor next month.” "
Hé is scheduled to be inaugurat~
ed as lieutenant govemor Jan. 14.

elect Eugene Talmadge, says “the

Thousands Jam
Churches for.
Yule Services

Prayers for a Lasting
Peace Keynote Sermons
. Of Rockford Pastors

Prayers for a just and last-
ing peace for all peoples of the
'world - dominated . Christmas
observance here today. as
thousands of persons attended
early morning religious -serv-
ices and carried the spiritual
meaning and hopes of the day
with them to joyous and. rev-
erent famxly gatherings.

' Ydeéal -Christmas. weather * helped |-
to. fill the city’s churches last night

Christmas’ music - in the churches
was matched in the homes by shin-
ing " faces of children th.rmed- by
wondmus gifts. -

- The-joytul solemmty ot.the dnY
was heightened by the presence in
churches and - homes’.of ‘ thousands
o{ war \et.e_ra.ns, whose prayers em-
ized their safe return:from the

§59,973.50 réported for 1945
See Reécord D

Although' the ‘exact total for this
year won't be known- until possibly
‘the erd of the first quarter-in 1947,
the figure is-certain to reach the
unprecedented figure of 115 million
dollars if the monthly-average from
January thtough September. . is
maintained for ‘the last
months )

- Belief that’ this- figure wxll be ex-
ceeded “is ‘based -on ' the’ anticipated
December: sales. The record for one
month'. sales ‘was in December ' a
year ago when the retaﬂ m!ume

r-ached '$10,552,858.

Sales :tax. paid- bv Wmneuago
county merchants for the first nine
- months - amounted  to - $1,726,279.29,

= and approached. the record amount

¥ Yot $1,837,399.48 paid ‘during 1945.5
tion
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L Taxer Contribu
Despite “the . faect’ thnt sales’:tax
~paid- durmg August.and July. aver-
aged mofe than:$200,000,the coun:
ty’s_contribution has: not-kept- pace
with- the upward rise: in srate-wxde
sales tax “receipts.

ch
Winnebago _county’s’ tax _ contri- ¢ He also Lqmred how they got up)|

bution of¥$175,476.34, paid. insJan-
uary, represented 198 per’ cent of
the state .total: receipts, while the
amount:of: $209,792.07, paid in Sep-
tember, accounted for orly 138 of
the state’total. -

Retail . sa.les volume; of the munty
for earher years in- the past decade

— 2, 188 849.00

Staffords Daughter, 3
Victims of Auto Crash

Little 3-ym-cld Patty Stafford,
‘daughter -of  Mr.  and - Mrs. ‘John
C. - Statford, " 1307."North avenue,
wasn’t 'at home’ this morning to see

.- what' Santa Claus brought her be-

cause & traffic acmdmt last night
sent her to Rockford Memorial hos-
pital . with a2 fractured’ right leg.
Shell be there “at least 51x weeLs,"
ber physician said.- ¢ -

Patty was riding with her parents
and her 17-month-old brother, Mi-
chael, when' her~father- turned left
off Rome avenue onto Crosby street.

Truman Home
For Chrlstmas

- |Boards His Plane with

Armload of Gifts

By ER\EST B VACCARO
Wa.shmg:.on. Dec. 25. — (AP) ~—
President Truman - left- Washington |-
by plane-today to spend’Christmas
with his- family .in Missouri- after
voicing hope.to the nation that 1947
may 'see world peace -made: secure.
:He took ofl from the ‘Washington

443:. M (CST). on. a
half,

dent a:nved at the_axr—

waiting . newspapermen thh a
eery. -“Merry Christmas.”” ="

0 early.

Then, am'ymf, an arm!oad of
Christmas packages. he boarded the
plane.

-With him we"e \Iaj. Gen. Harry
H. Vaughan, his military axde, Miss
Rose : Conwzy, - his~personal 'secre-

(Conunncd on \cxt l’z;c)
Held. as”Suspect ‘in_
Death of His Daughter|-
S$t. Louis, Dec. 25.—(INS)—A 24-
year-old man was held by St. Louis
police. today after being: booked
“suspected ‘of  homicide”  in  con-
nection with the death of his Aour-
months-old daughter. .

Police said Clarence R. Mansker
admitted.that he had slapped little
Patricia “Jean ~when he lost. his
temper - after being awakened by
the baby's crying early yesterday.
An’ xmcstxgamon was begun after
police said an 2utopsy showed the
baby apparently died of 2. hemor-
rhage of the brain and oo-xtus'on of
the right cheek. .

Police quoted ansker as snlng
that he called his wife, Wilma Jean,
when he noticed the baby strangling
after she was struck.” The baby
was -rushed by :ambulance to City
hospital wbe'e she dxcd shortly aft-
erward-

most dreadful of all wars. and the
anxious hope that the ‘world ‘never
again will be’ aﬂhcted by the

Speakm
the Miracle 0{ Bethlehem." the Rev.
Dr. Albert :Loreen, in, his Christ-
mas morning sermon at First Luth-
eran church. anphmzed Lh:ee main

huma.nity

message'v:s that through the-birth
of . Christ*sin really. was” overcome.

-,*The meaning of the miracle -of
Betklehem is that a new” ‘Life - which
He gives ‘works: as an antidote

port at  6:30 and greeted 2 few| Em

instthe poison. of sin 7and -em>

‘powersmanmsouetywrmstﬁ:e

thzt “humamw, since sin came in-
to the woﬂd ‘has always gone in' 3
wrong ;- direction,: ' but- ﬁ Christ
eventua!]y is ‘going: to overcome all
evil and all things: shall be rcstored
to their onglx‘al glory.”
... Julotta Services ..

’n-admonal Swedlsh Julott& serv~

ices- were - held ‘at’ Pirst. Lutheran

|and a number: of ;other: Lutheran

churches of “the city this morning.
Early mass was held in all’ Cat.h-

- folic’ churches of the city.”

and - this morning. ~ Soul-stirring}-

- The.second -poiat in the wwrs | sonally -after_ word:of the. Dispatch|- -

A Mixup in Holidays
Ldnds Virgil in Jail

Chicago. iDec. 25—(UP)—Virgil
Hill, 54, spert Christmas eve in a
cell at county jail, all because he
mixed up - his holidays.

Hill was ‘arrestéd last night
after he begin firing a revolver
wild ” nest fashion iz his home,
sending’ his wife and daughter
scurrying for . cover.

At Cragin police station. he pro~.
tested ‘to detectives, ~It’s an: old
American custom—{iring guns and
tirecrackers. on the - Fourth . of
Juy”

Candles nght
Bethlehem on
Chnstmas Eve

Blow ing of Fuse Puts
Town of Nativity: Back

. By }ZLIAV SIMO\ 3
Ber.hlehem ‘Dec. 25—(UP)

Téftllblﬂs' Up
His Decision
will I\eep Presidency

~Issue Open 6 Months

Washmgtom Dec.’ 25.,— (AP) -
Senator Robert ‘A. Taft today -kept
open _ for . perhaps’ six ‘months or
more the question of whether he wiil
tight openly for the 1948 R.epubli~
can nomination.’. . -

“Takitig only indirect not:cc ot a
te'port. that.his fellow Ohioan, Sen-
ator-elect John. . W.’ : Bricker, " will
bow .out- of the race in- his favor,
Taft declared he will ‘make no de<
cision;of his own.*until our: legis-

{lative. job is done" md congtes has
£ nd)oumed : .

-Bricker himse!{ was non-commxt-
tal on'the report published in' yes-
terday’s Columbus (Ohio) Dzspatch
that he had given. Tat: “u:e green
light” for 1948.

e g hnve not.lnu to- say about. 1t”
the’ 1944 vice Pt

id ial:

hallowed ' Bethiehem

one mght when the ancient

the observance of Christmas:
Christmas - eve: extinguished .

Tnto Anclent Semng :

—A miracle-in-reverse : made|.
‘once}
again a candle*and . toréh- |-
lighted medieval ‘town: for thej.

commuxity led .the . world ‘in .

A blown fuse about 10 o'clock on .

garish, . modern ' illuminztion’ and.
- -Jcaused thousands . of -tiny’ candle

flames. to 'glow along Bet
worn pavements: . - %
The Christnias eve decident” “hi

religi obser

climaxed ‘a’ day of: proce&dons and

went’ off  the :Toad: near Betklehem,
cut a’ power line. *

The town where:Christ was® born
looked ‘as it/ must :have. appeared
1,946 years -ago’ and very much like

whenaBnmharmytmck.vhlch.

Search Centers
On Mountains
Near San Diego

Plane Last Heard' from
Shortly After Taking .
Off; 2 Reports of Fire

By NORMAN BELL
San. Diego, Cal., Dec. 25—~

|(AP)—An airliner vanished in

the fog-shrouded. mountains
east of: here-last’ night, and.

i |Christmas. day . searchers—

Registe ’Republxc photoﬁ
? Ll

it 'was in the days'of’the Crusaders.
" Seldiers Pack Town : .

‘But at:'the time of "Ri the
Lion-Hearted o *swords; ‘1o " pikes
nor any. crossbows ‘were:. nJluwed
around:the ‘church’ where-no armed
man : could | enter. .This’ Christm:s

X
' reporters - per-
story reached” Wuhingwn_ o

. Will Talk te Bricker -

- But- after . 8 lonz eonference with
hi5 - advisors, the-sehator:issued a
| statement- which ‘reiternted his will-

“to:£discuss: the. whote' mat-]

rives in ﬂn capital: ™ s
‘71 have alnys felt that the OhXo

tngnas )
ter”withBriekernssoonasbear— !

Repubuun ‘situation: - would : be .te:nvg E».‘p
g ‘work:d(out in an Amluble wny" o

eve. soldiers . packing . mmmy guns s
mounted. guard _on. Mxnaer square,| "

the

Repnbhcan officials -“have worhed

~and’ igned to|
every t.wo years in’ cnrmplete har—
mony.” :

.But as for praident.ml pouucs.
Taft went op; “it is still: 18 months,
before “the- Republxcan convention
of “1948..'The . Republicans have a
difficuls ‘and “full-time job of re-
organizing congress and emcting 2
Repuuhm progmm Lon - the ixn-

The Most Rev.. John J. Boy
(Contmned on Next hge)

French Have Indo-China
Cns:s Under Control

Hanoi, Dec.” 24, —(Delayed)—(AP)
—French military : authorities . said
today they had . the.situation well in’
hand in Tokin province and were
extending their controiled ' areas
everywhere,” but. in. Hanoi itself
Viet-Nam' forces continued to offer
stubborn opposition to Frencb mop- {i
pmg up -operations.

- (Dispatches . from Smgon indi~
cated little change-in thesituation
in Cochin China mp.m where the
French high ‘commissioner, ~Adm.
George ~Thierry ‘- D’Argenlien, - has
imposed a 10 p. m. toSa.m_curIew
as’a pre ztion t

spread of the strife now raging in
northern Indo Chxna) :

He didn't ‘see’ a_ northbound car
driven by “Victor Recht, Jr., 21, 2442
Harlem boulevard.  °

Stafford - suffered  two fractured
- tibs and’numerous, lacerations and
bruises: - his - wife was~ cut on the
head, right hand and'right ankle |
and little Michael suffered a cut on
bis forehead. :Recht suffered’ cuts
2bout the . face.: o

Traffic' Offi cers Grant Bacr and
Duncan' Graham adrministered first
aid and, aided by’ the police -ambu-
lance,” took them ail 'to .the hospital
where they were released -aiter
ireatmeat.” All, that is, but Patiy.

Patty suffered-a.fracturc of the
right thigh .bore.

County . police - succeeded in Keep<
Ing’ accidents ‘to none, but.in the
City there were 24 reporied, causing
injuries .to "nine persons. Police
arresied 12 mot,orxsts for traffic
violations,

Pravda Newsman Irked

At Treatment by Yanks

\Ioscow Dec. 25.(AP)—0. XKur-
‘ganov; 'a  ‘Pravda correspondent
recently returned from Japan, re-
poried today that be and’other sovict
correspondents “were - detained . at
Atsuga - airdrome near ~Yokohama

t August by U. S. military police
alter they had refused to be photo-
graphed in profile as well as full
face. )
“Our receptxon at - Atsuga afr-
Crome was far from ‘the general
human concepts of democracy.” said
Kurganov, in an. article in Pravda.
He said that General MacArthur had
oliginally landed at the same air-
Port with remarks about a’ “great
world democracy” on his Iips.

S
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In hxs short lifetime, little Peter
Goebel ‘has seen two Christmases,
and both have been spent in a
hospital bed..;

The' son of ’VIr. and M.rs Pranc&s
Goebel, 3117 Collins street, be was
stricken with® poliomyelitis . in July,

oid, and has bccn hospl.alxzed ever
since. - d, ,.‘ b
2y, l'owewr was considerably
d\g‘zdrcgu from . Christmas : of - 1945
for the plucky ~ little fellow. Al-
though he. was unable “to be taken
by.-ambulance o his home 0 spetx}:g
hristmas day. as.were many of
gthcr polio convalescents. the thrili
of his lifetime was a visit-to’ the
polxo ward at St Anthony's hospital
¢ his three litile sisters. Amelia,
6 Dolores. s and Jacqueline, 3.
Also uhable to.spend Christmas
at home with her parents and ..xr:c
rothers and sisters was three-yeas-
old . Nancy< Ver -Kulin, ‘the: big
brown-eved doil.” o the nurses and
other patienis in the ward. Nancy.
tho. was admitted to ihe hos;mal
in July of 45, and has lain practic-
ally help‘ess since that L.me;i woday
athered about her -be .
we?e her mother arnd father. Mr.
and Mrzs. Edward Ver Rulin, 413,
Sawser road: Joyce. oldest of the
children who is nine, and Kay, Sal-
1y, Bobby, Tomngs. Edward, Jerry,
Pegzy and baby P..:ct:a—d
Polio convalescenis Who were able
to leave St. Anthonys for the day
were Kay Pellent, 23, 3209 Lapey

Ny

1915; when he was but eight months;

Child Has But 2 C hnstmases-- '
The y’ re Both in Hos pltal Bed

sueet 2 19-14 victim of. the dxsease
John Lake, 18, Harvard, and Audrey
Campbell, 19, Belvidere, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Campbell. both

of whom wWere admitted -in Septem-
ber, 1945. . All will return to the
hospital tonight.

Polio - Supervisor- Sylviz Cross.
Springfield - and’ Nurse = Margaret
Mary Tholen, Moline, -have ' cared
for: the "youngsters - ~since August,
1945. The children were guests at a
Christmas party last week given
for them by members of the High
Twelve club of Rockford. Yester-
day afternoon they were taken into
the auditorium in the ward for a
Christmas movie.

- At Children's’ Convalescmt Home
and Coitage, 507 Kent sireel, 2l

7 12 polio. convalescents, whose ages|
range from 18 months'to. 15 years,
were taken to ~ their “homes for
Christmas. Two of them, Kent Klep-
ping. 8. Rock City and John Mc-
Clure, 2," Maywood, were dismissed
Kent will return to the Cot-
tage whenever a new brace arTives,
16z him.

Dismissed :or the day were: Jim—
ey Aurand. 8,704 6th street; Ronny
Schrodel. 8, 306 Vincen: avenue;
Diana Dean, 4. Rockford; Timmy
Harris, aged -2 1-2, 1308 West State
street; Richard Macsiotta, S, 917
17th  street; Dornna - Loy, 4, 323
South ~Court’ street; Mary .
Meiners, 11, Davis; Jack Powc.'s.
9, McHenry: Donna Nelson, 15.

:1

““Inow berore the American™ pcople.

home 2 'week ago.

holdup prospects.

diate of T

Tke less personal “ambition -and
presidential - politics are mixed up
with that job, the more likely we are
to: succeed. As far as I am-con-
cerned, I will make no_decision on

for president until our - legislative{ -
job is done and congress has ad-
Journed.”

- Bricker leu Reasons

’ The .Columbus paper saying its
information came from “animpeach=
able sources,” "declared that: Brick-
er's reported decision to step asidef.
for Taft once more.“stems from aj
desire to serve the full six months In
the senate, upon the belief that he
can render greater service.in that
capacity.”

Bricker bowed to Tatt in 1940
when’ the Jate Wendell L Wilikie
captured ' tke . G.O.P.- . nomination;
and reciprocated four years later,
when Bricker was teamed with Gov.
Thomas E. Dewey in the futile cam-
paign to deny Franklin R. Roose-
velt a' fourth term victory.

Dixon Kidnaper Is Held
In Jail Without Bond

_Dixon, ML, Dec. 25. — m.s>
Frank' L.’ Sickles, 27, was held in
the county jail: at Dixon without
bond. today on 2 charge of kidnap-
ing- Mrs. Della S..ackhm.se, 10 mr
Tansom. -

Sickles is ~accused of abducﬁng
Mrs. Stackhouse, wife of a Dixon
physician, from her home last P‘rl-
day.
The attractive mother, o{ three

children was' forced to accompany

her abductor' on a five-mile tramp

across ‘fields and. wooded land,

.She was released six hours later

after -the kidnaper permitted her|,

o telephone her home.: Sickles was

seized at the same timé. .

Police quoted. him as zdmiuing
that he planned a career of crime
when he left his- Wyoming, I,
They . szid he
told them . he selected Mrs. Stack-
house as a victim-after looking for
“Sickles was adbraigned before, Jus-
tice of the Peace J. O. Shaulis yes~
terday on the kidnaping charge.
The -arrafgznment took place fol-
lowing his return {rom Chicago,
where psychiatrists - examined him
and pronounced him legally sane.

However, they classified him as
a “dangerous psychopath.”-

Mrs. Stackhouse has been reieased
from = hospital where she was un-

Capron: Eugene Jeifers, aged 13
mon.hs Genoa.. . .

der treatment . for shock and in-
jurics.. C

that Taft, Bricker and othér Ohio|ar

: suddenly was alight with the- flare

the question . of "being & -candidate| -

‘{tonnel aiready on the scene.

thcbasﬂiuwlth onlynsmil; han
pu:ked (chm'ch‘fdr

ns-after

to
te - the: birth-of | t.he Chnst.

Processx
the hghts fﬂled threw _picturesque
shadowsmmewﬂlsottbem—

leading: “to::St.. Catherine’s beyond|:
the /gTotto. was ; thrown: open . and|.
the- strains of ‘& solemn high "‘Mass
penetrated. the ‘still night. *. " -
The’ dark;” tunnel-like doonuy

of- candles as Msgr. Barlassina, . the|.
Latin “patriarch of "Jerusalem, ap-
peared holding ‘an infant swathed in
golden: brocade that mat.chcd the
splendor ot his robes.. .. .
i Rin; Beils by Hand :
'I'be Christmas bells were nmg by
hand in the old-fashioned way by
two - Franciscan brothers, “one - of|.
whom was Father. Camillius Liska
Haling, of Washington,..D. C.,. - from
the . Galveston diocese. The only
other American present was U S.
Consul-General Lowell Pinkerton,-
The roads which before midnight
were - filled - with “long . convoys of
army vehicles- were as silent .as
caravan trails, after 'the  services
were ‘over. Villages were ‘asleep and
seemed - deserted except for’ “lonely
soldiers - standing . guard. .
“'The Palestine police {ulfilled their
dangerous - task of keeping. watch
along the winding five-mile road to
Bethlchem and’ patrolled the thor-

been worn smooth by ‘countless. pil-
grims through the ages.

No bright star gleamed on Beth—
lehem on Christmas eve but army
searchlights probed the hills and
valleys ‘whence came a silence bro-
ken only by the Ionely singing or the
semlncls. -

More Earthqual\w Are
. Predicted for ]apan

Tokyo, Dec. 25—(AP)4apancse
seismologists’ predicted  continuing] -
aftershocks : of - unestimated ' inten-
sity, as the broad areas devastated
by =~ Saturday’s terrific earthquake
and tidal waves today counted 2,890
casualtfes—a- toll 500 higher r.han
previous reports.

Tke home ministry a.Lso report.ed
50,000 more homeless—a- - total . of
150375, - Its new count gave 1172
dead, 1,555 injured and 163.missing.

Alied headquariers also  boosted
its"death count today to 1,052, with
923 .injured—an increase of 76 of its
report of deaths, but a figure stillj.
below the home ministry's tol2l

Sclentists here sald 2fter-shocks
probably would continue for two or
three months. They made no esti-
mate of their probable intensity,
but pointed out' that 15°0f the 600
after-shocks . felt "within two days
on Shikoku island’s seacoast were
“rather. large.”

Adequate reliel measures were Te-
ported easing the distress of the
thousands of victims in hardest-
hit ‘areas. with food, medicines;
clothing. bedding, and medical per-

oughfare where cobblestones have ,d'

child; in”the :hist

kn!nnchurmAtmldnlgmthedoor JIntm

- Chicago,” Dec. 25 (INS)—Seven |
limc chﬂdrcn' Teft ' Iathc:lcss -by

":The ‘policemen; jusn as’ dxd t.he
three wise kings of: old, came bca.r-
ing. gifts.

They. carried. two . enormious ‘tur-
keys, a big basket of groceries:and
$50 -in"" cash—contributions ‘of- the
men-themselves and other policemen
ot twc. Chicago stations.,

-The youngsters’ hopes for-a hap-
Py Christmas: ed” spoiled ” yes-
terday. when their  father, :Percy|
Grammar,. 49, J\xmped to. his' death
from - the -fifth floor- ward " of the
Cook . county hospital.™ .~

Grammar had ' suffered from-ar-
thritis and was unable to work for
the last seven years. .

1. His widow, Gertrude, said he had
brooded over being: unable ' to *‘do
anything: Ior “the lddd.ies. Shc add-

“I’'guess hc just gavc up .
- Police  Capts. John. Ryan a.nd
Andrev.' ‘Ajtken heard -aboui " the
famﬂys plfght {*om onc ot t.hexr
men. .
A collectlon was taken up and to-
day’s’ visit at’ the Grammar -home
was the Christmas day climax. -

,Made Happy l)y Pohce mémm"sm

Ohio 1,

gmded aonly by reports of a’
fire  flaring - in_:the - night—:
feared they would find the 1% .

fpersons aboard: in chan‘ed

wreckage. .

. The - search Xor the Western “Alir
me plane—last reported at: 7:08:
p. m.: (PST), :24 -minutes: after ‘it
left E1 Centro in the Impe'xal vaney
for.San Dxego—cennered in the vi=-
cinity of Thing moéuntain, . :-°

This ‘desolate 8,000-foot’ peaL m
theLagunamountsinswasthe scene
of ‘& passenger . . plane cras!x lnst.
March: 3 in which ;28 persons, in-
cluding two- i.n.fants Sn _armis, - los!
their lives.. s . '
Pasenxers ‘aboard - t.he mismg

Mr. and u's.L.R.Ford,ElCen- o

Cal.‘

A L. Adams, Los Angz!&

dicted” that - aniother: 60, pexsons
would - lose thdr lives in highwny

tr; ak ¢

on*
“the drivers and’ pedcstrhns ofthe
m.f.lon tmnslate ‘the " 'Christmas

“New York 2, North Dakota .1,
Tcnnesslc ] Tms 1,
Washmgton .2, West' V!rgkxz 2.

Fal]s Dead. of Hear
Attackat Yule P irty

Chlwgo Dec. 25—(UP)—I£ ‘they
noticed  him at all, his fellow. em-
ployes thought of’ Floyd Mann, 50,
as a quiet sort .0f a guy—the kind
nobody notices - very.: much : ‘and
forgets immediately n!berwards.

Mann did ‘odd “jobs as a tempo-
rary employe for-the Whiting Paper
company, and ‘as far.as was known
had no femily, and few friends. .

Yesterdzy,' the  company- gave. its
annual: Christmas. party,’ complete
with gay decorations, rerrcshments
and singing. In ‘the midst; of it.
fellow workers noticed Mann"'in" a
comer, - tears streaming -down k!
cheeks.

“It’s )ust thzt I never. was at a)-
Christmas “party . before,”’ he ex-]’
pla.xncd; "I dldn‘t lmow how ﬂne
it was.” .

©,Mann'’s arms were \loadcd vmh
presents as _he left.;:But the emo-
tion was too great. He !ell dead ol

T 2’ heart attack.

~-}into . an’ ‘instrument shack:'at ‘th

‘chon. G’r.. Dec. %—(AP)—An
army. pilo’ who -recognized " danger
when he-saw- it and 2 pretly young
switchboard operator with 2 sterling
devotion: to duty were credited  to-
day with .jeading roles. in-directing
more than .70 persons ‘to safety as
flames . raged t.hrough r.he h!swr!c
Lanier ‘hotel. .-

“The. fire, . discovered . shonly bc-
fore ~midnight and drought under
control:about 1:15-a. m.  (EST) to-
day, . brought-’ only minor’ injuﬂes
to. three persons. - -

Assistant Fife Cl'.af Jerwry Hud-
sori said the blaze apparently began
i1 2 fourth floor linen closet al-
though the Totel detective said he
checked : that area about -20 -min-
Gtes :before thc Diames werc dis-
covered.”

“Hodson' said policc and insuranc
inmdgaw's were scarching the
Tuins today for evidence of arson,
2 theory which was advanced earlier
in ‘the week in Atlanta following
the -disastrous Winecof{ hotel fire
;jDec. 7 when 119 persons —were
kiiled.

Phone Glrl Pdpt Play Leadmfr
Roles in H otel Fire; 70 Escape

wo—ds Lt RobenL. Smithy: to]d an
Assodaved Press; reporter. ‘how he
smefled -smoke, . investigated . - and
found flajpes sweeping” :hrough the
rear, of.the right-wing of -the six-
story brick buliding in. the . heart
of Macon, -and sounded- the. first

The. 34-year-old : overseas ‘veteran
who was recently assigned.to near-
by - Robbins army  field - said. .
notifled the hotel's swisbboard op-
erator of the, fire and then’ sprm.d
the -alarm . ‘among -gucsts -on . the
third floor where he and his - wife
occupied 2 room. .. -

Meanwhile, Miss' Marjone ishop | -
remained at her: switchboard and
telephoned ' each rosz in ‘which the
hotel’s guests. were registered. -

Police officials safd the three pcr-
cisons injured received only minor
‘cuts and bruises and that none re-
quired ' -hospitalization. | Firemen
made no immediate cstimate o{ .be
damage to the building. -

All available fire-fighting. equx;)-
ment was rushed in & general alarm
to the hotel, a'landmark that ‘dates

With matmr-ot-lact unassuming
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back to the war between the states.

\ Clalm NeW" Recora on -

: oalley in hexs,
general vicinity md th!: state for—+
utstaannatnueu,;revmnu

g - Thin, 3
i riollowing the fire reports: It repvrted

negxtwe_ observation..  The “missing " .

- Ang
: Imp~rhl walley. Airline officials said
‘the last’ ,f

there 'was noindication in‘ithe:
radio | report -from the:-pilot, ' When
the: anne WaS. ‘overthe.. Lngunz

Ing any, trouble. o ool O
. Aidiner Cnshes.lnlo‘Shack'
It was southern: Californla’s. sec<
ond Christmas eve aviation:mishap.
A" United . Air Lines.DC-4' crashed

sengers. from Poma.nd Ore aboard.
No one-was badly injured,-but the -~
airline sald . one .passenger aboard .-
the Xour-motnrcd ship suf!cred ‘a8

World Is Provrmsmfr
Slowly Toward Peace

: . —SEC'Y. PATTERSOV
Washngﬁon, ‘Dec. :25. — (AP) LAt
Secretary - of - War ‘Patterson.’ said -
today that-‘while “the world. dsia-
“long - w2y - from 'the ‘peace,  good .
will'_toward men" promised by tbe
herald -angels 1900 years. ago” it” u
making “definite ' progress.”.:

“The nations of -the world” Lh:s
year, if they 'have - done nothing®
more,; . have sat . down together: and ;
discussed .~ u'mersal d!zrmamcn
he said. o : .
- Patterson's - Chris lk, .
(CBS) radlo’ dcli'.erywnas directed
principally ‘to mien, still ‘in service
and to sick and disabled .veterans,’
Noticg that the. countries. of the -
world “plan _to. continue”: the / dis-"
scusmons, Patxerson

"A. yazr ago thcy oou!d not talk
2bout” universal, lasiing. peace.” Five
years ago, ten years ago they could
not even' consider the:hope.:-To-"
day -there is.a . strong possibilicy;

€inot” that. we shall achieve -peace

overnight,’ but that we are making
definite  progress. on .the path to-
ward peace.”

Chlcawo-New York Hop"

. New- York. Dec.” '-’.7. — (CP) = -
Transcontinental & Western. Afr, .
Inc., announced today -that one of.
its Consteliations had set & new.
world record of 440 miles pe" hour |
for . passenger ' transports’ yesterday.
between Chicago.and New York.
The Consteilation {lew hereinone
hour and 55 minutes, the same time:
set by znother of the {oa.-mo.orcd
planes ‘last April 2. : :

mountains, :that he was encountcr-g .




