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ESTABLISHED 1868 — EIGHTY-EIGHTH YEAR

LOCAL POLITICS

abor Heads

Primary
By HENRY LOVE

Two top San Diego- labor
Jeaders have beéen asked by
the Democrats to run for
gag . Dpartisan of-
fice at t h e
June 5 pri-
mary, one for
aCongress
seat and the
other for an
Assembly of-
fice. John
Quimby,  sec-
retary of the
AFL Central
Labor Coun-
cil, has been asked to run in
the 30th Congressional, and
promised what some would
consider substantial financ-
ing. He refused. James Cur-
vy, secretary of the CIO In-
Industrial Council, has been
approached to run in the 78th
Assembly District and has
put himself in the position of

PRANREILL VI

Urged To Run |

of smoke and dirt as they

Shell bursts from Navy destroyer throw up geysers

mid Cove, on San Clemente

Island. It is used as shore

AT NOISY TASKS

being a potential candidate.

Quimby, who has a record
of considerable civie activity,
inicluding leadership of the
1955 United Success or Com-
munity Chest campaign, was
offered up to $17,250 as a
campaign fund, according to
very reliable sources. He de-
clined on the grounds that a
labor leader should stick
with his trade (unions). Like
some labor leaders and many
politicians, he is sald to {eel
that too many people think
a labor leader in office would
be too subservient to his cld
associates. -

The campaign fund prom-
ised, while considered large
as preliminary bait is fig-
ured, is far under the quar-
ter million dollars that some
other Democrats have fig-
ured it would take to make
a real race against Rep. Bob
Wilson (R-San Diego).

x * *

Curry is available, he says,
if he can get proper indorse-
ment for the T8th District
race. He considers proper in-
dorsement to be approval
from the council of D e m o-
cratic clubs, which is to meet
March 17. The CIO leader is
a member of the United
Auto Workers, and is em-
ployed at Ryan Aeronautical
Co.

Another Democrat, Tom
Sherrard, also is a poteritigl
candidate in the 78th .and is
seeking the Democratic club
council’'s approval.

* ¥ *

Decision of Assemblyman
Luckel (R-San Diego) to run
for a sixth term caused little
surprise in the GOP camp
because, as reported here
earlier, he had been talking
like a candidate for some
time. His decision probably
will mean that Col. Thomas
Drake, who has been a poten-
tial candidate, will not take
out his nominating papers
next month. Rear Adm. B. W
Decker, GOP county chair-
man, who had been consider-
ing a race if Luckel had de-
cided not to run, isn’t going
to take out papars either.

The Democrats are con-
sidering whether to run a
candidate against Assembly-
man Hegland (D-La Mesa)
for the party nomination in
the 77th District. Hegland’'s
appeals to Republicans for
support as a conservative
Democrat have caused this
unrest among what are
termed the Democratic party
liberals. Names,are even be-
ing mentioned.

William XK. Shearer of La
Mesa has announced for the
GOP nomination in the 77th,
and is out to convince Heg-
land Republicans that they
should stick with their party.
He is due back in the county
soon from his duties on the
staff of Rep. Utt (R-Calif)-

* * *

The Republican Assembly
has begurm a harmonizing
move to prepare for ynited
effort during the 1956 cam-
paign. Some rival groups
met during the week to con-
sider proposals for changes.
that would permit wider or-
ganization throughout the
county. These will have to
be approved by the Assem-
bly’'s state convention at San
Francisco next week-end be-
fore action can be taken lo-
cally.

The organizational changes
proposed for the Assembly
would tend to remake it, in
strength at least, in the im-
age in which Democrats are
casting it.

* * x*

Although local supporters
of Adlai Stevenson and Sén.
Kefauver (D-Tenn) are going
through motions of selecting
delegates for their tickets in
the .fune 5 presidential pri-
mary. the word is going
ground that the selections
already have been made. Atty.
Gen. Brown is to announce the
Stevenson delegate-candidates
Wednesday. George Cheney,
who is nominating the Ke-
fauver people locally, said he
will jhave some word soon.

A recently announced Navy
plan to explore the employ-
ment of deal persons on
machinery too noisy for work-.
ers with normal hearing has
been a practical success for
several years at the Ryan

Aeronautical Co. of San
Diego.
The Navy program Iis

“aimed primarily at work on
jet airplane engines which
Dr. H. E. Page, chief of the-
Office of Naval Research’s
psychological sciences divi-
sion, said ‘‘are quickly ap-
proaching a noise level be-
yond the limit of human
endurance.”’
The deaf workers. at Ryan
are not employed on jet
engines but the noise gener-
ated by the heavy machinery
on which they do work is not
far below that level, engi-
-heers say. And the theory is
working well, :
EFFICIENCY LOST
Herbert E. Rawlings,
senjor safety engineer at
Ryan, said in an interview
that persons with normal
hearing, working with the
plant’s huge drop hammers,
or in the plannishing and
routing rooms where large
slabs of metal are smoothed
and cut to patiern, suffer
fatigue, become mnauseated
and loose their efficiency be-
cause~of the noise.
Rawlings saild sound-
proofed rooms and the use
of ear plugs do not complete-
ly eliminate these failings.
The Navy has been aware
of the deficiencies resulting
from exposing persons with
normal hearing facilities to
extreme noises and is aim-
ing its current experiments
at the Naval Air Station at
Pensacola, Fla., at deter-
mining if the deaf would not
be equally affected. ’

OCCASIONAL NAUSEA

Rawlings maintains not. fe
‘said Ryan experience has
shown deaf persons suffer.
none of the ill-efects in-
curred by those with normal
hearing except for an oc-
casional sensation of nausea
induced by extreme vibra-
tions rather than noise.

When vibrations can be cut
down by added padding and
springs, Rawlings said, the
nausea suffered by the deaf
can also be reduced.

Navy concern over the
noise problem has led to gov-
ernment-financed research

Rate Expert
To Discuss
Transit Plan

Clarence Winder, rate con-
sultant for the City of San Di-

area transit matters with
members of the San Diego
County division of the League
of California Cities and Cham-
her of Commerce officials at
2 p.m. Thursday at the Civic
Center.

Winder in October issued a
26-page report that recom-
mended public acquisition and
operation of the San Diego
Transit System through a met-
ropolitan transit authority.

The San Diego City Council
has taken the report under ad-
visement. Mayor Dail has said
it will be discussed next month.

Winder will descrihe metro-
politan traffic problems and
their possible solutions. He will
speak to mayors, city council-
men and Chamber of Com-
merce presidents of all county

ego, will discuss metropolitani}

strike slopes above Pyra-

scientists are attempting to
develop improved ear muffs
and plugs for use around
noise-making machinery. v
'Rawlings said experience
at Ryan has shown such de-
vices are not the answer. He

jet engines.

at Harvard University where'

bombardment target by the Navy.

N
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"Deaf Employees Solve
Aircraft Plant Problem

sald extreme noises are car-

‘ried by the mastoids even

when plugs are worn by those
with normal hearing. How-

ever, persons without ear-

drums are not subject to
such bone induction..

Hearing handicap of Pete Mansker allows him to
operate large drop hammer at Ryan Aeronautical Co.
with no ill effects {from. constant noise. U.S. Navy is
now experimenting with use of deaf persons on noisy
Mansker is example of success Ryan
has found with that principle over several years.

cities, .
-

has begun explorigg such a policy.

Man, Woman
Killed In County
Traffic Accidents

Two persons died yesterday
as a result of traffic accidents
in San Diego County. _

Leonard Dale McKown, 51,
of Long Beach, was Kkilled
when he apparently lost con-
trol of his car and plunged
over a 350-foot embankment ¢n
Torrey Pines grade about 2:20
a.m.

Mrs. Annie Lormar, 75, of
Indio, died at 4:05 a.m. in
Grossmont Hospital of injuries
suffered in a two-car collison
Friday near Cuyamaca.

TAKEN TO HOSPITAL

Two passengers in McKown’s
car his wife, Lavone, 31, and
his sister-in-law, Mrs. Arvutus
Grisback, 31, also of Long
Beach suffered serious injuries
They were taken to County
Hospital. o

Patrolman George F. Bell
said McKown was going north
on Highway 101 when he lost
control ot his ¢ar.

Canale, chief deputy coroner,

|she was asleep in the rear

seat of the car when she heard
McEKown shout. She said that
was the last she remembered.

Canale said McKown was
thrown from the car and buried
head-first in sand. Mrs. Mc-
Kown also was thrown out.
Mrs. Grisback was pinned in
the seat. Several servicemen
aided in bringing the injured
women up the bank. Rescue
operations took two hours, Can-
ale said. ’

SKID MARKS SEEN

Alfred Graff, 20, a sailor
from the aircraft carrier Bon
Homme Richard, said the Mc-
Kown car had just passed him
before the accident.

Graff said he thought the car
had gone around a curve until
he saw skid marks on the high-
way. He called police. :
The police said speed of Mec-
Kown’'s car was estimated at
75 miles an hour. The car
skidded 285 feet before going
over the embankment.

CRASH ON CURVE

Mrs. Lormar was a passen-
ger in a car driven by her hus-
band, Paul, 74. The I.ormar
car and a car driven by Ed-
win V: Oliver, 40, of Julian,
collided head on. Neither man
was injured.

The cars crasned on a curve
on state Highway 79, eight miles
north of U.S. Highway 80 Fri-
day. Two inches of snow cov-
ered the highway, the highway
patrol reported.

Twenty-three persons have
been killed in traffic in San
Diego County this year. Twenty
persons were killed in the same
period last vear.

*Adoption’ Is Topic
“Adoption and the $10,000

iQuestion” will be the topic of a
{ pancl
2 Worker's Club dinner March 5!
: iat the Lafayette Hotel.

at a San Diego Social

Mrs. R. B. Chase operates plannishing machine at
Ryan, oblivious to terrific din of the device. She is
deaf. The aeronautical company regards persons with
hearing handicaps as premium employes. . They are

LUNCHEON SET
FOR ADMIRAL

Vice Adm. Alfred M.
Pride, commander, Air
Force, Pacific Fleet, will

be the guest of honor at a
luncheon at noon Friday in
the U.S. Grant Hotel. The
city, county and San Diego
Chamber of Commerce
will be hosts. .

Pride recently relieved
Adm. Harold M. Mar-
tin in the flcet Air Force
position. The luncheon was
arranged by the chamber's
armed services committee.

utilized in areas where noise is excessive. U.S. Navy

-~

>

Graydon Hoffman, -chair-
man, will be master of
ceremonies.

Eisenhower, Peace

Called Unbeatable'

Lt. Cmdr. .]' . I. Mecom, skipper of San
Clemerite Island, lq‘oks over quiet Wil-

MOST BOMBARDED ISLAND

NS

By JOE BROOKS

The warships of Destroyer
Divisipn 172 took turns re-
cently lobbing five-inch shells
onto the slopes of & cove on
the south shore of San Cle-
mente Island.

Their- guns were carrying
out a naval gunfire support
exercise, a routine thing at

get area on the most. bom-
barded island-in the Pacific.
Bursting into a geyser of
brown smoke, each shell
chewed another hole in an
area pitted by shellholes on
top of shellholes and lit-
tered with innumerable frag-
‘ments of steel. From 300 to
600 rounds of high explosive

Pyramid Cove, the main tar- | ammunition =~ bombard the
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son Cove, where island’s garrison lives
in disregard of bombarding.

President Eisenhower’s pop-
ularity and the country’s con-
tinued peace and prosperity
i -, will be an al-
;most  unbeata-
ble combination
“if the President
is a candidate
for reelection
this year, a poli-
- tical science pro
“fessor ¢f Stan-
ford Uhiversity

Barclay The speaker,
Dr. Thomas S. Barclay, was one
of four professors who lectured
at the 24th annual Stanford
Conference at the La Jolia

Conference held in La Jolla.

than 250 alumni attended the
conference.

Other . lecturers. were Dr.
Thomas A. Bailey, Dr. James
T. Watkins IV and Dr. Joseph
E. Williams.

‘““The president’s popularity
is greater than it was in 1952,
Barelay - said. “‘Coupled with
t h e administration’'s middle-
of-the-road domestic approach,
the Republicans can attract a
huge majority of the votes.

‘““The Democratic Party Iis
besieged by cleavages, especial-
ly in the field of domestic pol-
ities.””

‘He noted disagreement on
the natural gas bill, segrega-
tion and civil rights as major

Beach and Tennis Club. More

(Continued on Page a-22, Col. 1)
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J. E. Wallace Sterling, president of Stanford Uni-
versity, left, chats with Baylor Brooks, president of
the Stanford Club of San Diego, at the 24th Stanford

*

“Residents Of San Clemente
Ignore Bursting Navy Shells

area In almost any- given
week,

The destroyers. — the Er~ -
ben, the Calohan, the Twin-
ing and the Grainger — al-
ternately took stations a few-
thousand yards offshore and
blasted -away at various tar-
gets on the slopes above the
cove. Fire control officers ob-

.served and directed the fir-

ing from an observation
post on the south slope. Ra-
dio. messages chattered be-
tween ship and shore.

Smoke and dirt were flung
into the air by the shell-
bursts. The ground. rocked
from the concussion.

That was the -scehe at
Pyramid Cove, target zone 6
on the Navy.leased island 70
miles west of San Diego-and
35 miles southwest of the re-

- sort island of Catalina.

FIRING DISREGARDED ..

But on' the north ‘shore of
the spiny, volcanie rock, 25
Navy men, 250 Air Force
men and seven women go
about their daily chores
blithely disregarding the
deadly barrage.

The men comprise the per-
manent garrison on San Cle-
mente Island. But for all the
contact they have with the
firing—and for all the atten-
tion they give it—they might
well be - stationed on the
mainland. ’

To them San Clemente ig
not the most bombarded is-
land in the Pacific. To them
it is one of the most isolated,
an island that well might be
in the central Pacific instead
of only 30 miles off the Cali
fornia coast.

ONLY ONE RCAD :

There are no stores on the *
island except the post ex-
change. There is only one
road and a few trails. There
i3 only one civilian worker,
a Navy civil service employe.

The men lean heavily to
such leisure time activitieg
as hunting wild goats, raven,
quail and wildcats, fishing,
diving for abalone and trap- .
ping grey fox and lobsters.

The Nayy and Air Force
installations are situated at
Wilson Cove, 22 miles north
of Pyramid Cove near the
northern end of the narrow
island. The Navy also main-

tains an airstrip, and the Air .

Force has a radar installa-
tion on the northern half of
the island.

The Air Force has no con-
tact with the firing exercises
on the southern half of the is-
Jand, and the permanent Navy
installation has virtually none.

“I have to provide a cook
at the observation post and
get the food to him — that's
all,”” said Lt. Cmdr. James
I. Mecom, Navy officer in
charge of the San Clemente
detachment.

25-MAN DETACHMENT
Mecom’s 25-man detach-
ment provides security and
maintenance for the installa-
tions on the island. The men
work on the, roads, repair
the buildings./ service the

vehicles, maintain the plumb- |

ing and telephone lines and
do other similar chores.

“We can’t even notice that
they’re firing except once in
.a while when the wind is just
right, Mecom said in an_in-
terview.

Although he likes the se-
renity of San Clemgnte, Me-
com sald it is “too isolated for
me."”’

“Especially because I have
my wife here.with me, and
it's a little lonesome for her,"”
he explained. *‘She sends her
orders for food to the com-
missary at Long Beach, and

(Continued on Page A-22, Cul. 1)
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