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A reauest to the mayor and

bi-partisan committee to draw
up “workable proposals for
the future operation of our
public transportation -system”
was made Wednesday by’ the
Republican  Conference of
New Orleans.

Michael F. Starr, chairman
of the Republican Party’s
First .Congressional District,
said in a prepared statement.
that such a committee. should
have a feport ready in time
to be considered as part of
the city’s submission fo the
state legislature in the spring.

A major task of the com-
mittee, said Starr, would be
to help rebuild public confi-
dence in the transit system.

“The current strike is seri-
ously undermining pubiic
confidenee in that transit sys-
tem at the very time when
major ‘economic changes are
making it very clear that effi-
clent, affordable and reliable
public transportation is indis-
pensable to the economic and
social well being of the entire
community,” said Starr.

The highest priority should
be a satisfactory solution to
the sirike in order to enable
the community to function at
all levels again, he said.

Starr pointed out that some
other urban areas have never
vecovered from transit
strikes, -that businesses and
_ jobs have left the cities. -

“The need of city residents
to earn a decent and digrified
living continues, but is now
handicapped by residial bit-
terness- and an accelerated
slump in commercial activity
resulting from the strike,”
Starr said. :

The only way to rebuild
confidence in the transit sys
tem is to provide for a work-
able
human needs and based on a
sound financial base, he said.
“Transit employes will look
for an adequately funded
transit system to protect their
rights to a decent wage and
future pension benefits.”
Starr .said ceniral city areas

JUDGE REJECTS
KRAMER’S PLEA

Federal District Judge
Alvin B. Rubin Wednesday
turned down a motion by
Oscar Kramer, former official
of Family Health Foundation,
seeking to suppress from his
trial testimony he gave re-
cently at the trial of FHF
fourider Dr. Joseph Beasley
and others.

Kramer was a defendant
with Beasley and others in a
case in which the defendants
were charged with defrauding
the United States of $650,000
and filing false claims with
the government.

At that trial Kramer testi-
fied f or Beasley and subse-
quently was granted a sever-
ance and is now scheduled to
be tried March 3.

Assistant U.S. Attorney Don
Richard said that he intends
. to introduce Kramer's testi-
mony in which he exculpates
Dr. Beasley at the March 3
trial.

Kramer claimed in his mo-
tion that, if his testimony in
the previows trial is intro-
duced, he will be denied his
Fith Amendment right
against self incrimination.

Judge Rubin held that
Kramer’s decision to testify
at the previous trial was a
valid waiver of his Fifth
Amendment right and the
waiver was knowing and
intelligent.

Milton Pratar. described by
New Orleans narcotics Det.
Joseph Branham as one of the
largest retail heroin dealers
in the city, has been convict-
ed of distribution ¢f heroin.

The conviction. returned in
Section D of Criminal District
Court, carries a mandatory
life sentence.

Prater, #0. of 735 Dupre St..
was arrested last Nov. 1 after
police said they observed him
making a saie in the 3000
bleck of Gravier -Street. The
area had been under surveil-
lance by police using a high-
power telescope mounted cn
top of the New Orleans Police
Department garage at 715
South Broad.

District Attorney Harry F.
Connick said & wo other per-
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the City Council to appoint a -
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“ although after this week they

" they also receive supplemen- |

system sensitive fo .

[Ailton Prater Convicted
of Distribution of Heroin

Bi-Partisan Transit
Committee Asked

need capital investment to
provide jobs ‘and services, but
capital will not be spent un~
less public access is guaran-
teed. Persons totally depend-
ent on public transportation
for their livlihoods need to
know a strike will not occur:
again, he said.

The Republican Conference
of New Orleans believes the
future of the public transpor-
tation system will largely
shape the future of the com-
munity, said Starr, and-its
members are willing to offer
professional .services to help
ip any way they can. }

He said the creation of a bi-
partisan committee “should
in" no way be interpreted as
cause to delay the settlement
of this agonizing strike still
further.”

WORKERS LIKED
LAYOFF AT FORD

PICO RIVERA, Calif. (AP)

“— Laid-off workers are back

on the job this week at Ford’s
giant-assembly plant east of
Los Angeles — but many say
they enjoyed the “vacation.”
“1 had a good time,” said
assembler John Lynch, catch-
ing his breath as he dashed

‘out of the plant. “I rested

quite a bif, did some reading
and did a littie traveling

For Lynch like others at the
plant, iwo factors helped ease
the pain. One is that the lay-
off lasted only two weeks —

may be laid off again. The
other is that. most laid-off
auto workers receive about 95
per cent of their ragular pay;
in additien to unemployment
checks from the government,

tal benefits funded by their
employer.

The more than 1,400 work-
ers at the Pico Rivera plant,
which turns out Thunderbirds
and full-size Fords, got an
unexpectedly early callback
thanks to improving car
sales. --

“It was kind of like a vaca-
tion,” said burly Jerry Abbott
just before he whizzed off the
lot in his shiny blue camper
truek,

Richard Weber, a rugged-
looking father of four who
assembles fenders, said he
didn’t like coming back. “I
went fishing for a week and
did a little work around the
house.”

A number of werkers inter-
viewed as they came off shift
said they had worked hard for
many years and had earned
some extra time off,

Ernest Mansker — a Ford
assembler for 25 years — said
he welcomed the break *be-
cause all these vears I only
get maybe one week of vaca-
tion a year and this gives me
a chance to do a liitle garden-
ing and get my flowers
started.”

However, many of the
workers feel the resumption
is only temporary. Ford offi-
cials say they will decide on a
week-to-week b‘a s 1 s whether
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HENRY FORD, the president of Ford Moter Company, testi-
fies before the Joint Economic Committee Wednesday in
Washington. Ford said the country is heading for economic
disaster and efforts so far by the government to change the
course have been unavailing.

Election Bid Is Probable-McKeithen

By ED ANDERSON
Ex-Gov. John J. McKeithen
told The Times-Picayune
Wednesday he will probably

. seek the governorship -again

in this fall’s election.

“I'm getting-a lot of encour-
agement,”? the former two-
term state chief said in- an
interview from his office in
Columbia, La. He added he
would m a ke an official an-
nouncement of his plans “in
early June.” .

“I may run for office,” he
said. When asked what job
would interest him, he said,
“To be governor; I've already
been public service commis-
sioner. . . .” Gov. Edwin Ed-
wards has already announced
he will seek re-election. .

He also said in the inter-
view that after ap inspection
tour of the Domed- Stadium —
one of his pet projects while
he was governor — last
December he ‘‘was con-
vineced” the stadium would
not be ready for use until
sometime this fall.

When informed the $163.5
miilicn stadium would not
reach substantial completion
until Aug. 1 and final comple-
tion until the end of 1976,
McKeithen said:’ -

“After a tour three or four
months ago, 1 felt then it
would be lucky if the stadium
was ready for the (1975) foot-
ball season. . . - o

«Y am wnot surprised it is
taking much longer...I am
disappointed like everyone
else is...No one with the stadi-
um * teld me” the facility

would not be ready for the
delayed May opening date,

Just from observation, he
said, “there was just so much
work left” to be done in
December. .

McKeithen also said the
contractors working on the
mammoth stadium ‘‘should be
held to the letter of the law
regarding their confract. But
the ex-governor added: It is
a unique building..It (the
delay) is not something we
should be alarmed over...

“I hope the people will be
patient...there is no clap-trap
involved...” .

Asked if he agreed with

-Dome Commission member-

Jefferson Parish President
Tom Donelo’s progosal over
the weekend to file a $5 mil-
lion to $10 million damage
suit against dome prime con-

tractors Huber, Hunt Nichols
and Blount Brothers for the
delay in opening the stadium,
McKeithen said:

“Anybody can file a suit; I
would like to get the advice of
our (the stadium commission)
counsel . . . Tom Dénelon is a
patient man; he Is disappoint-
ed like all of us . . .”

Despite the delays, McKei-
then said he is still “really
fiercely proud of” the stadi-
um. Referring to Edwards —
and his apparent lukewarm
support of the project — the
ex-governor said, “I predict
he will be the first one in line
when they cut the ribbon ... .”

“I am proud of that stadi-
um,” McKeithen said. ‘1t
died a dozea.times and we
brought it back to life . ...”

He added that although

"

theie have been numerous:
delays in the opening ‘of the
stadium, “no °ne can be
faulted for it” although there
are some who want to make
political hay” out of ‘the sifu-
ation. .

McKeithen. said he was
referring to state Sen. Nat
Kiefer of New Orleans who
chaired a legislative commit-
tee which probed the stadium
costs and delays. '

McKeithen said the Domed

Stadium “has been a real po-
litical liability” to him for
years because he supported it
before it was popular.
"He added the stadium “is
going to be a plus for those”
wio steod by it, especially. if
it is open in time for the 1975
football season.

Missing Persons Bureau Aim-

VICKSBURG, Miss. (AP)—
A Vicksburg pathologist said
Wednesday that the finding of
two skeletons last week peints
up the need for a missing per-
sons bureau in Mississippl.

Dr. Leo J. Scanlon said the
lack of such a bureau delayed
for several days the ruling
that one of the skeletons was
not that of Mrs. Ann Wilcox
Dawson of Birmingham, Ala.

“Had we had a good central
office for missing persons, we
could have determined Mrs.

Dawson was not our victim
by Saturday,” Scanlon said.
The skeletons were found
Friday and it was Tuesday
before authorities ruled that
one did not belong to Mrs.
Dawson. The ruling was
based on her dental records.
Scanlon said authorities
Wednesday were awaiting

dental reccrds from Louisiana .

on a teenmager and a woman
in her 20s who have been
missing since October.

“It would be good to know

if they were’traveling togeth-

er or if any other two girls of

similar ages traveling togeth-

er bad been reported missing, .
but without a missing persons

bureau, hew can we tell?”

He said that if a person in a.
European country is missing
more than a week his dental
plates and X-rays are entered
in police files and wired to
other places whenever need-
ed

"“Here we wait for them to
come by mail or be delivered
across states,” Scanlon said.

they can ¢oniinue production.

Bui said one worker. “It’s !
nothing to worry about. we
get paid.” referring to the 95 |
per cent pay bensfits that run :
for uo to one year for laid-off |
workers. :

Not all those interviewed .
were upset about coming
back to work.

“I got a lot of things done
around the house. but it felt
good to get back.,” admitted
assembler Don Pederson.
“You car only spend so much
time around the house.”

sons invalved in the $530 irans-
action turned siate’s evidence
and their testimony was in-
strumental in the case. :

Prater’s 13-year-old
daughter was identified in the ;
courtrcom by police as a Jook- :
out for her father while the '
sa‘e took place. ‘i

Assistant District Attorney
Vincent C. Cuccia, who prese- :
cuited the case before Judge -
Frark Marulio Jr.. said
Praier had 21 previous ar-
resis and four convictions.

One conviction was for dis-
tributicn of herein. one for
forgery and two for posses- :
sion of hevoin. ‘

The eight-woman. four-man
jury deiiberated for only 12
minutes before returning the |
gZuilty verdict. i

Sears

This creamy paint is easy to apply,
comes in 9 fast-drying colors and
white. Has a one-coat, colorfast finish.

Washable. colorfast, spot-resistant and
great for walls and trim! Choose from
white, 9 colors ... fast-drying with
casy, soapy water clean up!

CHARGE IT

on Sears Revolving Charge

_ Regular $9.99 Gallon

ONLY

23 colors and white ..

~ SAVE $2.00 Gallon

A

5N Guaranteed i-Coat
/! Interior Latex Paint

. all easy to apply, colorfast, spot-
resistant and washable! Dries fast to a smart, flat finish .. .
clean hands and tools with just soapy water. Hurry to your
nearest Sears and save on all you need for your home.

Today thru Saturday

SAVE 52.00 Gallon
| Guaranteed 1-Coat Coverage' &

Interior Latex Flat Paint
Reg. $7.99 Gal.

99

99

Gal.

Wrey SEMI GLOS

Quick. soapy water clean up. Gal.

Washable Interior

Latex Semi-Gloss Paint @ 3&%3%356%%
Reg. 9.99 Gal. (e Spot Resistant

SHOP AT SEARS AND SAVE

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back

Sears

SEARS, ROEBUCK AND CO

[Paint No. |- 85005 | 82005] 74005
SEARS PAINT EY I
GUARANTEES Washable | —
Sears paints guaranteed for bene-
fits checked. If paints fail in any Colorfast _ |+ [ |
of these respects, you get neces- Stain
sary additional paint or your Removal
money back, when applied over Spot o
properly prepared surfaces in ac- Resistant | L - -
cordance with label directions. .
Durability_

Guaranteed l-ma?;n 450 square foot area

9-inch Latex
Roller Set

649

Interior set includes roll-
er cover, frame, grid, pad,
trim pad., pole.

Sears
Low Price

Park & Shop Baronne .. . FREE Storeside Parking at All Other Sears Steres

CLEARVIEW

NN GENTILLY WOODS OAKWOOD
g:r};r(!)n::;‘(:"mmm Chef Menteur Hwy. West Bank Expressway 4400 Veterans Blvd,
Phone 525-9611 Phone 288-6511 Phone 362-0202 Phone 888-5211
HOUMA, LA GULFPORT, MS BILOXI, MS
Southland Mall 1300 25th Ave. “dgewater Plaza
Phone 876-5000 Phone 863-3431 Phone 388-5620

Afost Tterms Available in Houmna, Gulfport and Biloxi
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