STATE - TIMES—MORNING ADVOCATE

PAGE TW!NTY-THR!E

Home of General Zachary Taylor
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In this raised cottage’ overlooking the Mississippi on what became o be known as the "Old Cam-

pus” of LSU, Zachary Taylor,
lived."
to' the presidency.

The oottaga was on & site In

hero of the Mexican war
He was nomlnated for president at the

and former president of the United States, onge
Whig convention in- 1848 and the same year was elected

the vlclmty of theformor sorority lodge houses south of thé Pentagon:

‘Reeollections of Rebel Reefer’
Gives Moving Story of

By Oierie’ Muse

James Morris Morgan—a swash-
buckling " blockade' runner of the
Civll. War who traveled to almoat
every corncr of the globe before
his death in Washington in 1925—
has contributed  In his recollec-
tions a very !{mpartial, and im-
portant picture, of- the-struggles of
the South during a war which
tore this natlon apart.

One of the most vivid pletures
of the book js the flight from
Richmond of the Jefferson Davis
- family ow the old “creaky passen=
ger car” used for the sad journey
‘Just as the Confederacy was fall-
ing apart.

A member of the party which
accompanied Mrs, Jefforson Davis,
Morgan wrote in 1017 the “Recol-
lections of a Rebel Reefor” and
included thia extremely moving
incldent In his book, telling of it
in intimate dctail. He also told
the dismal atory of the daya im-
mediately following the deteat of
the Southern forces. ¢

The “recollectlons” - are by mo
ever, of the conflict which for four
yenra severed this natlon, but, aré,
ipstead, the vivid dravel and ad-
venture aterles of & man who did

. & little of averything and went a

" little of everywhere from the time
ot ‘his birth to the time of his
death, He was an adventuresome
lad who—at bavely past 15—bhraved
the peril's of the North's blockade
as a member of the 1nndequnte
Southern “navy.” He “was a
colonel in the army of the Egyp-
tian khedive, Heo siw the “birth
of the Republic of Panama"” and
served for a time as consul gon-
eral at Melbourne, Australin,
Small Tales Are Priceless

His eye was ohscrving and he
montally photographed everything
and everybody whom he meat. Fe
had a retentive memory and his
small tales bring back to life with
vivid keenness the people and in-
cldents which were part of his
life.
this type is the rollicking ona of
the recoption in Egypt of the
American officers who had gone to
Join the khedive's army,

The “Rebel reefer,” who beeame
. & Washington banker In later
years and died at the age cf 80,
was born on the site of the pres-
ent old state house. At his birth
in 1845, his fathor, the ilustrious
Thomas Gibbes Morgan, then Jjudge
of this distrlet, went out and
planted a magnolin and named it
for hia son. Thia was a custom
of his, .

The. land where the Morgan
home stood was sold two years
later to the city whleh, in turn,
gave it to the state as a site for a
“permanent capitol.” The magnolin
grees which presently shade the
old state house were all planted
to honor the Morgan children.

James Morris Morgan was the
uncle of Mowell Morgan, former
Baton Rouge man now reslding at
Shreveport, and he was the brother
of Sarah Morgan Dawson who
wrote at Iynnwood plantation a
«Confederate Girl's Dlary,” an ac-
count of tha-day-hy-day life of a
young girl during the war, He was
the groat-unclo af Cecil Margan,
Standard Ol attorney, who™lveda
hero, and ‘who féequently visited
the traveler and raconteur in his
later years in \Vashington.

‘protty Little Town'"

A glimpse of carly Baton Rouge
s glven in the opening pages of
the book as a “pretty MHttle town
of some 3,000 inhabitants ..
situated on the first high ground
as one ascends the river from the
Gulf of Mexico.” Before he com-
menced his trayels,"the -adventurer
wrote, he thought the 80 foot

means just ihe rvecountings, howse,

One of the typlenl stories of |

looking m«shmman,
braved

This
James Morris Morgan,
death through the North's blook-
ades during the Civil war, start.
ing as a member of the South's
Navy ‘at the young age of 15, He
lost his 'look of mildness as the

mild

years progressed, so that those
recalling him now say his head
was the “prototype of Churchill”
—the same bulldog chin and ag-
gressive look.” Nover tall, in later
years he was a large man of im.
posing manner. His book Recol-
lections of a Rebel Recfer” present
an intimate picture of a sad part
of this nation’s history—the Civil
war. N

high bluff the “tallest hill in the
world.”

“At that time,” herelated, “there
wag a United States arsenal and
quite a large garrison, there (in
what Is now calied Pentagon comrt
and is uged as apartments), mostly
composed of heroes who had two
or three years bhefore that time
conquered Mexico . .

“Hen, Zachary Taylor had & cot-
tage in tho gavrison grounds and
his famous old war-horse “\Whit«
ey” had the freedom of the beau-
titul grassy lawns In those
days thero were still Indlans in
Louislana. A band of ‘Choctaws’
lived on the Amite river, a few
miles back of Raton Rouge, who
used to bring Into town for sale or
barter, thefr bead-and, basket-work
and blow guns made out of split
canes,

Names which are familiar to
Baton Rouge today are included in
Pthe earvly portion of the book, For
instance, there lsf the mention of
“Mr. Conrad's plantation,” “beau-
tiful Tynwood, the plantation of
Gen: Carter in the pavish of Fast
Feliclana.” . Howell Carter, one of
the genoznl'q two sons; Hope Es-
lnto plantation, about ‘four miles
below Baton Rouge, which be-
longed to Col. Philip Hickey, to
mention only a few.

“Little Morgon,” as the young
midshipman was called because of
his height, left the Naval ‘acad-
emy to roturn home a8 soon as he
heard the talk of secession,

,The man who was to dave death
a hundred times during his “na-
tion’s” battle found when he left
Annapolis to come South that the

fighting men of his homeland con-

Torn ’So'ut.h‘

sldered him "just a little .too
young.”

On his way down he saw the
South’s voluntcers who were come

posed mainly of “fresh, youthful

. looking ten, and almost &very one

of them wasg accompanied by &
“body servant” as negroes were
called in the South. They were
also ficcompanled by a great. nums-
her of baskets of champagne and
boxes of brandy. Few’ aristocrats
of those days evér® drank whiskey,
which was supposed to bhe a vule
gan tipple. They: also had huge
hampers containing roasted tur-
keys, hams, chickens, and all sorts
of good things . . . Every private
had from one to three trunks con-
taining . his necessary wardrobe.”

He said he saw some of these
same youhg men jn the muddv
front . trenches at Richmond in
1865, when they were clothed, par-
on earg of hard corn ., .”

Raton Rouge in wartime ‘re-
gounded with the tramp of soldiers
who were gathering at the garri-
son” and he found the ideas of
the soldiery very crude, with few
knowing anything of the manual
of arms, and with officers helng
“olected” by the men.

“As for the uniforms,” he wrote,
“they would have put to shame

particularly, the ‘Delta Rifles’ of
Raton Rougé whose dress was
much admired by the ladies.” This
consisted of some green “gauze-
Jike matorial,” the tunic of which,
Mke -the sleeves, was trimmed with
Jong fringe which' reached below
theie knees.

#And these men e\mected to go
to Virginia and possibly spend the
winter amidst thé snows,” he
commented,

His - adventure during the war
are too numerous to recount, some
of them thrilling, some against a
sombre bnckground some in the|.
midst of gayety.

The end of the wan came s a
surprise to ‘most of the men of
the Confederacy, though they
fought half-naked and haif starved,
Le wrote.

When the midshipman reported
to the ipresident’s home on that
spring day in 1865, fo accompany
the exccutive family out of dan-
ger, ho found Mrs, Davis calm and
about the Confederate executive
mansion “not the slightest appear-
ance of excitement or prepgration
for a long journey . . . and no
one would have dreamed that a
fiight from a doomed city was
about to take place.”

Young Morgan and the Yyoung
people of the house had no idea
that the trip to Charlotte, N,
was any{hing more than thé usual
spring move on that Friday wnre-
ceding the fall of Rfchmond. “There
were ne Pullmap coaches in those
days.” he wrote, “and jt was with
great difficulty that an old creaky
passenger car, long -a stranger to
‘paint and varnish, had heen se-
cured for the wife of the chief
maglsirate of a nation of some
15 or 20 millions of people.”

The seats were lumpy and the
dingy and threadbare plush scats
were {nfested with vermin,

They mrlved in Charlotte Tues-

day—a. Jeurfiey. which took four
days to aceomplish.

The - inhabftants of Charlotte dia
not_rush torward to ofter the chief
evecutive's wife and her family a
home ‘as they might have done &
vear or two before,”” he. wrote.
“They seemed to take it for grant-
ed that the end of the Confederacy
was near, although the news of the
fall of Richmond did not rench
them until two days -after our
arrival , . .

“The news of Mrs, Davis' arrival
quickly spread through the city,

whfch by that time was thronged
with stragglers and deserters —

1
&

tially in rags and were gnawing’

an opera-bouffe army. I remember,

c.

Praise the Lord and
Swing Into Position

(Editor's note -~ A Louisiana

Wendell Holmes Stephenson, while
browsing through' early Baton
Rouge newspapers ran across the
following -three items which he
copied while he chuckled).

The ‘first item is taken from the
Weekly Gazette and Comet of Oc-
tober 29, 1864, and is ag follows:

. The Revival ‘Churn’

“The editor, who conducts the
theological department of the pa-
per, . notes a ‘more enthuslastic
and devout movement in the re-
vival -now going on in the base-
ment of: 4he M. E. Church South,
of this city. It cannot he forgotten
that a short time. since, the apirit
demonstrated itself almost ex-
clusively, In a swlnglng motion,>
like a ship in a stiff sea. This has
been found inconvenient and preju-
dicial to a crowded house; for in-
variably, when a sister was selzed
by the splrlt—-betore tlne brothers
could come to her relief, bonnets
got smashed and other headgear
knocked off.

“In- consequence of the lncon-
venlence of this motion, the churn.
movement has taken its place, and
is getting very popular. When a
sister §8 now_ maved . hy thé spirit,
under the fnfluence of-the gentle-,
man's. eloquence bel)lnd the bull-
pen, she thrmve her head bhack’ at
an atgle of fottv—ﬂve and jumps
straight up- and ,down. until some
of the Amen’ corps- dlscqver it. She
is ‘At once‘ approached by one of
the other’ sex, if. young and good
looking, -who seizés her under the.
arms and assists‘the churning nro-
cess until she
“Kerflimaxes.” " This -{s the new
and improved ‘churn’ motlon.

“Tt js not expected. by the min-
Istry that the old women shall be
serlously given to this motion;
and—sensibly we think—they are
not, It would be fair, however,
thinks the theologieal editor, for
the ladfes to help the gentlemen
out when they get moved, in tho
same way; but as yet. they do not.
A night or so ago, when there was
& very general and violent motlon
of the spirit, caused by seventecn
gentlemen preaching, praying and
clapping thelr hands at one and
the same time: gome of Uncle Sam’s
men (doubtless volunteers), un-
dertook to assist the brethren in
thelr arduous duty of dancineg the
slsters: whereupon - Brother George
Gordon, moderator, had to rémon-
atrate, or rather thank them for
their services, remarking incidente
ally, that the brethren ware abune
nantly able to assist and relieve the
slsters when wreslflng with Satan.

coneorlptq—the very scum of ‘the
army, and a mob of these wretches
gathered' around "the car 'in’ which
she eat. The' wretches reviled her
in most shocking languyage.”

The twindowa wele closéd sg that
the women could not hear the vil-
lifications and although the two
men with the party knew they were
not strong enough to.protect them
from the eplthets of the crowd,
they statloned themselves at the
Jocked doors, The ferocity of the
escorts quieted the nondescript,
raging-mén who wanted to blame
the fall of the Confederacy on
the ho‘lplese.

‘When - Gen, Sherman's army was
heard to be Neaded {oward Char-
Jotte, 'Mrs. Davis and her family
had to fleo ngnln. “It was peces-
aary- for her to scek some haven
of safety,” he wrote, - “Sho was,
indeed,” in' a forlorn position, as

fear that the Union soldiers would
destroy their homes if they" did.
Bvery road was fllled with desert-
ers who would have given -her
-scant consideration it ‘they had
wanted anything she possessed.

Midshipmen from the achool ship
Patrick sITenry accompanied her by
rail as far ha Chester, and there
they ‘loaded her and her family in
wagons and thpy p)'oc_oeded on to
Abbevllle, 8. C., he wrote.

‘They had wlth them, also. bags
of Confederate gold .which was
being rushed from Sherman’epath.’
Desdrters Hovered Like Vultures -
H#What  a dletrcsslng spectacle
this train of threec or four wagons
hauled by broken down and leg-
weary mules,” he wrote. “And
what must have been the appre-
henslons 6f that stately and sercne
woman, the wife of the president
of a natlon of Anglo-Saxons, ag
she sat surrounded by her help~
less children, on oane of the¢se
primitive vehicles while the half-
starved animals slowly dragged
her’ over the weary miles. A pla-
toon of the middles marehed “in’
front of the .singular processlon.
deting as an advance guard; An-
othér detachment tollowed the wa.-
gons, serving as. a- rear” guard,
and on either side of ‘the " train
marched the rest of the young-
sters,

‘4“And not for. awn,y, on “either
flank, and in thelf :veay, hovored
the desenters wa!tln,, elther for
an opportunltv or the necessary
comrige to pounce on
untold wenltll which those wagons
contained.”

‘When Mrs Davis® arrlved in. Ab-
beville, 8. C. ‘at the home of Mr,
Armisted Burf, with her ragged
and qu-stalned “escort " ‘most’ of
whoni by, this tlme were walking
on- their “uppers" or the bare &oles
of “thelr poor, bruleed feet, she
expressed to her. hpst the fear that.
his _home would be burned if he
offered. :her succor. the “reefer”
recalled..

“The grand .old Southe n al!sto-
erat mnde her e. protoun bow and
repiiéd: *

“ ‘Mada.m. I know of no better
use ‘my houso could be - put to
than. to be. burned " for ® euch a
cause.” ]

Tho Confederate oney was
taken: In * custody. bhy: the TUnfon
soldiers and {they, took guch good
care of it that unto. this ‘day never:

a.dpllar ‘of it has heen “traceds”
he wrote wrathfully, -~ )

The hook is one of travel,” of
adventure, and it includes a first-
hand .account of. the beginning ‘of
the .Confederacy’s .fight; and the
bitter davs which followed the sur-
render. It fa done with the inti-
macy of a participant but with ob-
jectlveneqs gained “from the pass-
age of time and ot manv experi-

ences.

State wniversity histoyy protessor,‘

:efther ~ 1 : :
or faints or at the horseiwatering trough: ba-,, .

nobody wished to shelter lter for|

them to}

.Shortly after that  the- meetlng
broke, with an announcement !rom
Brother Gordon that the “hour ‘of
nine had arrived, and:it was t!me
to cool down .

.

Cake and Wine

The next item, taken from an
August, 1864, issue of the Weekly

Gazette  and Comet relates agnln

to the revival movement"
“Merchants do not complain—not
they Go up Lafayette or down
Main and see them as the eunnort
the door posts, or sit on empty
boxes, and blow away cdré in the
smoke of Dresden and, Heidelberg
pipes. But ‘as caré “and’ trouble in-
crease, plpe steme lengthen PO
The ‘spirit of revival, 8o ausplc-
iouely comnenced - some _months
ago,
still contlnueg ‘to ‘gain strength.

among? the colored soclety, |-

In the Volunteer Fire Depar tment Days

Brother George-Gordon' iitorms us, |’ L

that. fhe. force 'of - the; movemept’

P anlvation™is 8o ‘violent, that 3t |
con

pumerous, " that’ {natead ‘of passing
argund the .gake ‘and. wine, - they;
‘otten’ have* ‘to gpread : a. tablp. to
which all sit, who can .put rnovr
jn the place than_they, ‘take -out,
“The religious revlval has’ 'glven,
a new Impetus. to moral retorxp
A tew nights ago,: it’ was our pleoe-

ure to listen to a very elogiieht |

and able address, from: a colozed
gentleran, on the new angd, refresh-
Ing ddetrine, of ‘'Honesty" beﬁng the
best pollcy’ The Colored 'l‘emper-
ance eoclety is also doing’-well

» BaptiZing “hus been dlscontinued

cduse of the depth of the  mud.”’
‘The tables at the market no longs'

er groan, » . . indeed there is notti- |
ihg to be had there, except a very:

feeble and harmless cnmpound.
conventianally called ‘coftee.’

Now and then. a headless cabbage |-

may be sdeen, a withered soup
bunch, a quizzical looking squash,
or a forkel radlsh L

)

Warming-Up~—in Spmtual Way

A third' item, taken trom the"
Baton Rouge Tri-Weekly Gazette:

apd Comet of September 30, 1865, |.

dwells agaln with a negro revival:
“Several ‘new churches catabe
lished in Goose Hdéllow during. the
pdst week, and the work is also
progressing in Catfish. ‘Our colored
follow-citizens are warme
ing up in a spiritual sense - and
looking after the eternal -and ever-
lagting interests. of their souls.’
But the revival Is threatened, by
lack of money  to support the
bodies of missionaries, Recently
the theological editor ‘put his nose
through a broken pane §n- the base-
ment of the Methedist church-and
listened to the close of a discourse
on missionaries, The appeal was a
very touching one, , . » The speak-
er sald he was a long way from:
home—~—and had'come:-at a very
great sacrifice of his.own:time'and
money, to lend his humble "abilities.
to the good work of the.revival—
he wanted to leave in the morning,
and that might be the-last time he
would ever address .them,’ Being
nearly out of funds, and appeal-
ing to the generosity of the breth-
ren, the stewards phssed- the hat,
and' just before doxology Brother
Peter Clark .counted, the -proceeds
ampunting to $1.16. The speaker
deposited the- ‘one fitteen’ in- his
vest pocket, and pitched the dox-11
ology 80 high that.the sisters in
front could scarce reaeh tt »

Old Cllppmg
Tells Story of |
Early C ollege

. The need .for an institution of
higher learning had been felt for
some. time, finally, in . August. ol
1822, J. DeBellierre and {ke Rev.
J. Demoulln were anpolnted to
take the subject into consideration.
Their declslone were publlshed 1n
The Republie.

The Baton Rouge college will
open on the first: day of October
next. There ‘will ‘be a. tcacher for
beginners (either boardeis or dny
scholars), to  instruct them 'in
reading and writing, -

There. will be mught. the Greek
and Latin, the English and’ Fiench

languages, Dbelle« lettres, natural
phllosonhy the use of’ (he globes.

mnthemaucs. In season, . boarders
will be Indulged in botamicdl ‘ex~
curslons, under the lmmedtate ln~
spection of the presldent.

‘The .terms for tultlon, boarding
and lodging, wlll :be. $250 per year;
one quarter always payable in ad-
vnnce—vwaehlng and - attonery
pald extrasa deductlon 1 & 325 on
each," scholdr, * to. -those eendlng_
these—tutors. will be coneldered ln
the same light- ae parents.

Day echolars, X for readlng -
writlng, only Sz a month, :

The prlee of tuitlon shall in-
crease’ to $4, when' they wilk begin
arithmetic, and’ to:$6. .when”’ they
witl- be - taught other"-branches of’
education;” . : N

Day bonrdere, for dlnner only,
and tuition; $10.a’ rnonth FESUERS

Boarders: Wwhen- ‘sent, - must’ be
provided with i bedstead,” mattress,
blanket, - two palrs ol sheets, -8
‘spoon and rorx(, ‘and..a tumbler.
The food shall be¢ wholesome, and.
the.’ houre “of :récreation - and . of
stiidy, | distributéd” and " employed.
-‘under’ the :immediate lnspectlo‘n ot )
the prote nors, ao as to lmprove
‘the" scholdr§ "as 'well in.; the."exer=,
clses ‘of the- body. as in those- of’
the mind; thése’ are splemn prom-
iges whieh shall: be talthtully com-
plled \vith. AN

Persons desirous of fending thelr
chfldren, will -pléase apply -to the
.Rev. M. Desmousllns, curate . of
Baton Rouge, 'and president of
the coliege, .

‘{Slgned) Armand 'Duplantler. Sen.

President of the general
assembly of subscribers,
F. Gardere, Secretary.

(This story- was contributed - by

Rhoda Jewell of Louigiana Writers’

LS

{md

,wagons,

. Capt. B, F, Schroeder (on fire wagon above) lo oks hack on approxrmately 55 years of auoeut(on
with the Baton Rouge fire department and earlier vol unteer units,

The picture was taken “mxny years
ago” in front of the old Washington No, 3 volunteer fire station at 550 Main sfreet.

The horses were

“Jim"” and “Albert” and were described by Capt. Schroeder as “the fastest two hpreee that ever put their

heads through a collar.

They weroe .named. for Jim Chambers and Albert Hart, hoth fire chiefs in vol-

untecr days, he said. The boy standing at the side of the picture was identified by Capt. Schroeder as
Coney LeJuene, brother of Mrs.. William Wolf,
. M|t's easier to put fires out now,” the veteran said.

Fire Department Was
Once ‘Bucket Br1gade

.During the pust century the city
fire department has grown to .one
of the most modern in the natlon
‘a, long stride. from the first days
in 1826 when a flre company:was
organjzed in the little village of
Baton Rouge, a communlty of less
than .800 persons, ;

First there were bucket brigades
with the water coming from under-
ground cisterns, Then came the
hand engl’nee. then- the one-horee
next the' larger wagons
and finally the motor-drlven tricks,

Fire Compapny in 1886

It was about the year 1826 ’thut
the fire company .of Baton Rouge
was formed, according to records
compiled many <years ago, This
was called the bucket brlga}le. Al
of its goodly list of members have
long . since  departed from  this
world, but<in the roster ars many
familiar names—those of the older
residents of Baton Rouge —soma
of whose descendants are identi-
fled with the life fn - the capital
today. The following comprised
the membership of "that first fire
e’ompany. ' )

~John Reld, . captain; Willlam
Huhbs, foreman; Lauglumic, secre-

y Joscph fepard, treasurer;
James Coopcr kecper of ladders;
Anthony Monget, Hillair Longepee,
James ‘Alley, Candfda -Rondon, Jo-
seph Pino, George Trudeau, James
Mansker, Samuel Skofleld, M.
Sloan, 0. Dewey, Hiram Carmena,
J‘ohn Peton, Pope Sylva, Lobel M,
Moreno, A. Stewart, Stephen Hen-
derson, " Jr, John' Lopez, Jogeph
Taquino.

Zoe Taquino, John Phfllips, Capt.
Searles, Message, A. Chopin Cava-
ler,. Nichols, Dubois, G. Berhel,
Pallols, M. Hernandez, John Perico,
St, IJago T/emeyo, Garig, John .Tu-
guet, H. Woife, John MocNell, H.
’l‘omllnson, ‘A. Shiclds, Polsom, A.
Béese, MceNanton, Thomas Pino,
John Buhler, J. P. Michel, Louis
Sanchez, N. K. Knox, Pickett,” Mail-
ma, Morgan, Morris Morgan, Rolan

Thomas.

‘John Rodriguez, Lawyer Pattere
‘agn, - Amasa_ Read, Dr. Timothy
Fay, Rlohard Kinner, Tom Pullen,
Wllllam and *James Wickoff, Bran-
non; P. A, Walker, M., Carmena,
John Gurati,  Ilon, Chambers, Dr,
,Soutnlre, John ' Musselman, Audri-

| eux, August Rensilvan, Beauregard,

Charlés and Louis Guedry, Chapo-
tan, Pecora, Jozeph Floro, H. Lan-
ous, Frederlck Arbour, Major Lew-
le, Walters - Lalle, Fred Shoaff.’
'Ralph. Legendre, M. Legendre, A.
Legendre, JH, Waddlll, John Floft,
Alexander Shaw, B. W. Slocum,
John" Sane, Jr., and Andrew Matta.
. Buekete Purchased” =
‘In an excerpt from a history of
the fire- department appearing in
the- Weekly. Advocate of 1893, there
18 given thé: tollowlng ‘account of
the ‘activities of the company:.
#The citizens havipg made ' }fb-
eral contribution for thé company,
Capt. Reld .repaired to New, Or-
léatis and purchased two buckets
for each member with the name of.
each ‘painted upon it
made hooked ladders had. already
been: provlded by the liberality of
the citizens and the young 'com-
pany thiis manned and equipped
were ready for active and efticfent
gervice. The keeper of ladders,
Mr. Joseph Cooper, held his’ ap-

project of WPA).;

‘Iparatus always' in readiness,

in

- The. homé--

some accessible place, while each
member took charge of hfs {ndi-
vidual bucket, The company met
a Michel's hall at jrregular perlods
at the call of the captain.”

““In" the year 1836 the article
continues, " “Baton Rouge was a
town' of ‘800 population—the second
community of §mportance in the
state.
town was the northwest portion.
The United States barracks being
at the north, the tbwn necesarily
had - to *'‘grow 10 area southward
and ‘eastward. Incendjary fires
were quite frequent all along the
Mississippt river , . . The immense
quantity of ammunition $n tho ar-
senal of the U. 8. barracks was R
standing meénace to the lives of
the people of the town and vicin-
fty, 8o much as that fn January of
1836 the citlzens of this parish met
in mass meeting in the town to
consider ways and means for the
adequate protectlon of life and

property.  This meeting, which was
presided over by Gen. Philemon
Thomas, petitioned the TUnited

States government to allow a cer-
tafn number of troops {o remain
a8 guards’ at the arsenal, and sug-
gested to the town’council the ad-
visability of Smmedjatély purchas-
ing two fire engines for the protec-
tion’ of the corporation . . .
Fire Companies

Rene Pujol was tire chief of the
volunteer fire department. Here's
-the lineup for the department: In-
dependent Fire company No. 2, Hall
216, $t. Louls street, A. D. Bryan,
president; T. E. Dofron, vice presj-
dent; "Yenry Ford, financial secre-
tary; Albert Strenzke, recording
gecretary; Louis Kretz, treasurer,
and 8. Altizan, foreman.

Juckson Hose Company No. 4—
Hall corner Spain and 8¢, Nunoleon
streets. Ed Jolly, president; Robert
Day, vice president; George Aricer,
recordlng secretary;. lazard Blum,
financia) secretary; Joseph Gebelin,
treasurer, and Austin D. \Vllllams,
foreman, .

Pelican Hook and Ladder Company |
No. 1—Hal! No. 213 Third strect.
C.Q.Jones, president; J. H. Wood,
vice president; J, Alvan Hebert,
foreman; Simon Block, recording
gsecretary, and A. Rollo Garvin,
financfal gecretary.

JTouck's Hose Company No.
Hall Afrjca street,
erty and Champagne—J. N, Doiron,
president; F, H. Loucks, vice-
pro sfdent; 8. P. Greeves, financial
secretary; Sam  Schoolcraft, re-
cording secratary.

Sehioss Hose Company No. §—
Hall No, 1703 Main street. C. C.
Sanches, president; T. M. Ligon.
vice-president EdA Schlogs, treas-
urer; Sar .Feargon, recording sec-
retary.

Washington Fire Company No. 3
~Hall No. 514 Main street. Paul
Amniss, president; W. C. Chambers,
financial secretary: Ryan Annis,
recording secretary, and ‘John
Amiss; foreman,

G

The Natchez Indiang one of the
principal tribes of the old Provinge
of Louisiana, had an interesting
casete - gystem, Their king,

thority; miemhers of the royal fam-
{ly—numbering 500 -wer,’ called
“guns:” a third class were known

as miche quipy, or common peo-[dvai

ple.’ The Natéhez were remarkable
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for their stature, averaging six
feet in height. - ‘

The. business section of-the{

between Tib-’

“the| "
great sun,” exercised supreme au-|

One of Earliest
Settlers Here
‘Was Dunbar

Willlam Dunbar, youngest son of
Sir Archibald Dunbar, was one of
the sottlers of substance and .am-
bitfon who * settled near Baton
Rouge fn 1773. At first he experi-
mented with indigo; Jater turned.
to the meking of barre! staves as
being more profitable,

Activities on his plantation, as
revealed by his diary, are probably
representative of those on most of
the country establishments of the
time. On the 27th of May, 1778 he
writes: -

“The Plantation Negroes are in
Number 14 of whom 7 Men & 4
Women work in the fleld & 8 Wo-
men are at present in the House.
There are also 28 New Negroes for
sale who are employed about the
husfness of the Plantation as oce
caslon. requires.

“The dry Lands cleared have.
heen planted with Corn, Rice, & &
little Indigo, together with Peas.
&c¢. We have aiso begun the mak-
ing of Staves, of which there are.
already made 13 hundred of white
ork Puncheon Staves—A Hired Man
18 cmploved in buflding - Negro
houses; having hegun on Wednes-
day the 20th instant. ‘

“June 11, 1776; 4 Negroes saw=
ing, 2 cutting logs, 12 hoeing Rice .
and cutting Canes, 5 sick; 4 Men
rowing in. the boat with me in
quebt of boltles & Cross Cutt saws,
. .+ » Hugh McCullough came here
{oday to get some insight in stave
meking—rainy in the Afternoon.”

Wililam Bartram, botionlst, coms
misgfoned to study and collect the
natural products of the Carolinas,
Gedrgia. and the Floridas, wrote in
1797 that the country around Baton
Rouge was heautiful and rich in
plant life and resources, and that
gentlemen planters were then' Hve
ing spaclously and. hospitably in &
manner worthy of what we have
come to regard as the sonthern
tradition. (Louislana Writers’ p"oj-
Y ect of WPA).

Dr. Ralph Dunbar, director of li-
brary service with the United
States-Office of Bducation has this
fo say of Loufsiana Ifbrarfes: “For
gome time Loufsfana has been con~
sidered one of the bright spois in
itbrary development. In its library
extensfon service, in its ' Wbrary
work with the schools and in the
buflding-up of library facilities and
services by the higher education
level. Iloufsiana has been out-
standing.” :

Many of the lakes of the Northe
west section of Louisiana owe their
existence to the “Great Raft,” an
endless stretch of logs and brush,
which for decades jammed the Red
river, fording the water out of the
banks and into new channels,

Loulsiana libraries are serving as’
war information centers and their
war ¢fforts cover a wide range, In-
formation on technical subjects and
on officer training schools has been
supplied hundreds preparing to ene
ter or already in the armed gerve
fces,

The Louisiana Library commig.
ston clrculated 1,300,000 hooke from
slate h&udguartem in the pant two
v The “commission . service 1is
lable Yo any citizen in Loufsi-
ana-&nd hooks are gent direct to.
those who reside in sections where
no Mbrary service is provided, '
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