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" iback to proudly in recent years. But

55 |the region of the heart before they

subdued.
The cynical graduate’s

football assignment at Harvard, and
the post has been nothing to look

our young athletes are a peculiar
set. Their values are not those of
the inconsiderable rest of the world,
Garnd they like to have sensations in

start their logical processes. A for-
initous combinztion of circumstances
may possibly have a strong and im-
mediate effect on them. Minor
things having taken a turn for the
better since Mr. Bingham came, why
not major things and major sports,
including football? The last track
team which he directed beat Yale.
With their inexorable logic, the un-
{ dergraduates may inquire, Why not,
!then, a Yale victory for the first

1football team of his administration?

The Herald so ficancisl resp
Mty for trpograplical erzots advertise-

maptg, but will repcict thar part of ar adver-

sisemen:t {2 whieh the trpographical errer,

wrears.  Advertisers wil please notifr the
management immediately of soy error Which
<Ry occur.

The fire on the docked United
States lirer “America,” with a loss
of more than a million dollars, is a
signal efect of the carelessness that
keeps ihe public’s insurance burden
heavr.

The Boston Herald wili rot be D
Tow Jicizad ipt naless
br postage for retmrn.
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Principie and Principal

.reporied yesterday, the voters of the
eighth congressional district kave

In the Eighth District

In choosing a successor to Harry
I. Thayer, whose uniimely death was

the opporturity to get a new man
who ean go into the House of Rep-
resentatives with all the experience,

The Countess Cathcart episode!
has shown us agair the application

of a truth so old and so obvions:

zkat we are Lkely to overlook it, and |
so embarrassing to put into :
guage that we uspelly leave it un-|
said. It is a principle not altogether }

dissimilar from the one pbrased so:
robly by Voltaire: “I whelly dis-|
zpprove of what you say and will:
defend to the death vour right to!
say it.” Siated In another way, a!
great principle offen centres on zn:
unworthy principal In the Catheari:
<case, a journzlistic champion has!
said bluntly that she must noi con-|
fuse its advocaey of her canse with
zpproval of her conduet. Ii com-:
mends the one and condemns the

| poris viewed as czantiously 2s iis pre
]

other. Her goings a2nd comings, ber,
comments and associations since thei

immigraiion officiais began their

tizndering have not been of 2 Xin atorial

1o cormmend ker {o the average per:
som of discernment, H
it

By officially describing the present 'made it pes

winter as “mild io warm,” is i
weather burean txrying to get is re-

dictions? - iformation zrd:marked capaciiy as
- 2 debater. The disirict will wisely

The Spectator’s Plight return him. ;
One great difference between! It looks as i France were going io

weekiy puoblicatiors In the United
Stzies 2nd England is that the lzt-
ter psually carry advertisements on'!
the front'cover, and the American do
not. Tke London Spzciaior has been
2n exception, but has failen inio line.
The laiest number 1o arrive in the
nrted Siates now publishes rev.
enue-producing .maiier. in- place of
the well-krown “News of the Week'
The ediiors explain frankly thet.
there used to be 2 so-called mer-
czzja:mse profii in every copy so
m:‘cz- the usuz! price, six pence. Ex-.

penses have gone up three foid, znd, ::f_zh:?fo pie of the Empire siate
‘have to par.

rather than increzse the price of

il Py “lthat i “wo
sabscription, the owners have seen. db I TRo
ian
ik

5l io ler advertisemeris iremch on

coarse, 1o rez
iree from adver
ier tcan ore wihzre the

wkich is

znd eommenis o
iy more Inierestihg
xailer. A rewspz
withoat adverzisin
25k Ees

ihe

ance is Dot more. €
nstractive i

izan the

{8j—Tre enzire Yale
.28s goes on probation ic

‘of ithe House, and Mr. Dall

his old place. .

Toctartiy laid down. - He brings to

feel the fali weight of her $4,000,-

fgll force.

and justifiable plezsure

ig  krown io 21l the world o be 2 white!
_ -elephart of colosszl dimensions fori

acquaintance and prestige of a vet-
eran; that is Frederick W. Dallin-
ger. He has zlready represented
that district for ten years and has
done  so with marked vigor and ef-
ficieney.

One defect of our popular primary
system les in the necessiiy of a
man’s retirement from one position
before he can try io get another; in
the senatorial coniest 2 year and a
half a2go both Mr. Gilletf, speaker

represeniative of the eighth dis
had to abandon their House sea

a preliminzry to runming For the
Sepzte, and 2s only one.man conld

‘be chosen at most, the other was |eleven-iwelfihs correct in his Florida

left hanging in the alr. - This was

iihe faie ihat befell Mr. Dailinger. ke said that New England is the ideal
{Ir the old days both men could have
remained in the House uxniil ine sen-

1 contest was settled, and then

e ore thet failled wounid have held
Mr, Thaver's lamerted death has
le for Ar. Daliinger
e work which he re-

0 Tresume

updoubted scholarship, wide in-

000,000 war debt to Tzele Sam Jusi
as the American tourists arrive In

More on the White Elephant

The New York Sun tzkes obvions
e In reminding

ts readers thai tweriF-four years

The Sur then siaied

idea of
rothing to look forward to_is the

lebration. The word itself is of base

personnae non gratissimae because the: entire year—wonld any_private
they beat everybody in sight, and a
football coach actually cornered and

group of business men have made
such a plunge as the state made

No wonder the Empire st'a're
wants to unload on the United
States.

The Moral of It

After you have read the summary :
from the New York Sur of barge,
canal experience, we would invite|

ness of the American people to bite

The barge cansal is no more foolish'

than Gov. “Al” Smith’s housing pro-:

would turn out just as badly. The|
same human elements would inter-!
fere with its success. But the New!
York World, in apparent strivingi
for the support of the unthinking,
backs the Governor’s housing pro-
gram, and does so on the theory that
the state can surely borrow money:
cheaper than private owners. Ridic-
ulous! The state borrowed money for
the barge canal cheaper than the
|New York Central railroad could
have borrowed. States.borrow too
cheaply for their own good. The
prodigality end waste in all public
operations admits of no doubt.
There are no exceptions.

It is much to be regretted that
housing conditions are bad in New
York ciiy, but the way to improve
them is by letting economic law
work iis way out. If eggs are scarce
and high, the way to correct the sit-:
uation is not to have the govein-
ment regulate prices, subsidize ponl-
iry men, remit their taxes, lend them
money at zbnormally low rates; but |
instead to let somebody, under the !
law of supply and demand, make a
little money out of raising hens, and
then the rivalry of others for the
opportunity to make money and im-
prove precesses will bring prices
back to where they belong.

No use crying over split switches.
John F. on New England
Ex-Mayor Fitzgerald was about

speech day before yesterday, when

secition every month of the year.
He fled our New Ergland March:
before he began bhis panegyric.:
He knows that it is a winter
month with 2ll the bad features
of early spring, and a2 spring
month with all the exasperations of
laie winter. I is foo early for golf
and too late for skiing. It entails
Lenter sacrifices for many. It has no
geperal holiday. It causes sxiffles
znd sneezing. If is treacherous, mak-
ing 2 promise of good things one day
and breaking it the next. It is as-

when it adventured upon this inde-.

fensible scheme? lall the landholders for protection,

your attention to the strange readi-'

gram which now pends. The latter: .

sorted to only for vengeanca may be
questioned, unless vengeance was fre-
quent; but there was not much need
to rob wken blackmail was levied on

and ail the workers they could em-
.ploy-on their farms were mafiost,
The boast of the Mafla that it
controlled electfons, protected its
members against the officers of jus-
itice, assisted smugglers, directed
strikes and even fixed the hire of
iworkmen was more than a boast.
And after all other activities came

:the deadly vendetta which followed

the same bait over and over again. ;ﬂms" who denounced or in any way

injured a member of the fraternity.
It is a pleasure to speak of it as a
thing of the past. According to the
dispatch from Palermo, more than
1000 men belonging to the order
have been rounded up during the
past month, following an encircling
movement that culminated in a siege
and battle at the mountain strong-
hold of the Mafia. Carabineers and
Fascist militia joined forces for the
carrying out of Premier Mussolini’s
commands, and now, we trust, the
Mafia is no more.

Equality of the sexes is coming
too fast in the strapbanger class.

Boston Teachers Are Right

The Boston Elementary Teach-
ers’ Club, with a membership of
1790, manifest the traditional spunk
and independence of judgment of
this community when they go on
record “overwhelmingly”’ against the
Curtis-Reed bill and again when
they indorse unanimously the argu-
ment of their president against that
bil befors the joint committee on
education in Washington.

‘What is the Curtis-Reed bill? It
is a revamp of the old Sterling-
Towper bill. It has been patched
and altered but essentizlly it is the
old measure with a new pair of
sponsors. It provides for a Depari-
ment of Education under a cabinet
officer. It contemplates the familiar
50-50 feature—a state to give 2
dollar and the federal government
to collect another dollar from the‘
other forty-seven states, and the‘
state to apply the two dollars for
the purpose in kand. That method
of financing state tasks started in
1914 with a federal appropriation
of $480,000. The federal treasury
now 1is reported to be spending
$110,000,000 2 vear to half-finance
various enterprises by that method.
Senator Wadsworth says this bill
means =2n =2dditional $100,000,000 !
from Washington. It specifically;
aporopriates $1,500,000 for tke new
Depariment. .

Money would seem to be the main
object in view. At least in the de-
bate on this bill condacted by the
Baltimore Sun, ithe defender of the
plan, said: “Some have asked why
it is ry to create a Depart-

sociated with ides and the
ation of Caesar, and the iraditional
orztion over the body of the grea:
Juilus seem {o inspire our after-din-
ner spezkers with the longest and
dreariest addresses of the vear. It
is the monthk of drives for all soris
of charities. It marks the emptying
of the cozal bins.. When there is srow,
the only resulf s a grezt deal of
shoveling. Hares ard haiters go mad
In March, and our siturdy citizenry
i South Bosion sees controversies
over the March 17 marshzall 2nd cel-

origin, coming from a low Latin cor-

ecoromical for tke stzie o0 wse,

r a two-irack railway

i

Tre sizwe s

s}

3€3

Sormed that “not

:tke men wise in words are not sure.

“* of Congress.
s on:

ruption, Mariins, perhaps, zlihough

Some of them say that the root
meazns shining, bright, or glorious,
I may mean crushking, destructive.
latter derivaiion seems most

s the most overwkelmirg
moxnth of the year.
The recompenses zre but mild
The basebzil players go souik, zmd
rns thai its own team
bk one, Twe, three. Every
Fear, we have zn imaugura-
that Is urder a2ttack now be-

mert of Education. Why cannot the
existing Bureaa of Education be en-
larged and carry on ihe investiga-
tior's so badly needed i the de-
velopment of our public schools? The
answer is clear. We have had a
Bureaun of Education ever since the
middle of ihe nineteenth eentury. It
has never been able to command ap-
propriations adequate to perform
the work.” So we must have an-
other cabinet officer in order to get
more money for a cause that has
not been able to raliv to iiself sufi-
cient influence in the country at
large or votes enough in the houses
of Congress to get 2l the money it
wants.

There are plenty of other seri-
ous objections to this bili. The
superintendent of the Bostor schools
in his Fanenil hall address on July
4, 1222, emphasized the danger of
fecderal 2id because of its tendency
to cemirzlizefion. Ii mezns stand-
ardization of public education. W

Asthe World Wags
. By PHILIP HALE

The sale of the Murat homestead in
Florida recalls the faot that Charles
Louls Napoleon Achille, sox of the dash-
ing and ornamental mershal of Napo-
leon the Great, coming to this country,
married a Virginian 1ady and passed his
iife as postmaster, alderman and mayor
in Tallahgssee. It is 2aid that he de-
lighted in experimenting with colors and
cookery. .

How different the fate of the-son of
another French marshal, the gallant
Ney, the bravest of the brave, who, un-
scathed in battle, fell by the volley
fired by French soldliers against their
will.

Joseph Napoleon Ney, prince of Mos-
kows (1803-1857), was something mure
than a statesman, senator, peer under
Napoleon the Little. He wes an aocom-
rlished musician whose one-act operas,
“Le Cent-Sulsse” and *“Yvonne,” were
performed at the Opera-Comique, Paris;
he also wrote an important mass with
orcbestral. pant Having found

€d a choral soclety for performing mas-
terpleces of the 16th and 1Tth centuries,
he conducted these concerts and pub-
lshed the music in 11 volumes.

Does the traditlon still Mve in the
southern states that Marshal Ney was
not executed; that he came to this coun-
try end lived as a farmer in the South,
industrious and respected? It's a qu:er
story and was once believed by many.

——
JOHN-GEORGE, WILLIAM

As the World Wags: .

A few days ago you told ms of the
indignetion- of Willlam,. the car-porter

the porter's name was John. The
change to George, well nigh universal,
may be explzined by the following in-
cident. An uncle of mine was one of
a party made pp of members of the old
Boston Commercial Club which made
the trip to the Psacific coast very soon
after the completion of the through lins
via Union and Central Pacific rallroads.
After his return all car-porters became
George instead of John. It happened
In this way: When, on z side trip from
San Francisco, he called “John,” the
porter assumed 2 decidedly belligerent
attitude and a d to the

gers in general and to my uncle in par-
ticalar that he was no damn China-
man and wouldn't stand being called
John. The offender, being a pacifist,
soothed the irate man baut he had
learned his lesson. Possibly this Inci-
dent gave rise to the change in many
thousands of names in the porters’
world. F. A. PAGE.

——
JUST INDIGNATION
As the World Wags:
‘With righteous indignation have I
read the continued jests aimed at the
thrifty Scotsman. It Is outrageous,
truly, this universal delusion that we
Caledonians have the one character-
istic of clinging tightly; that we are all
alike In that respect. 2fost emphati-
czalir I state; we are not! By no means,
not at all, and of course noi! My dear
fatner and his brother, Douglas, for in-
stance, nave often quarreled Dbitterly
because of a very difference of this kind.
Afy father, dear soul, would walk a
block to meet a street car so that he
could kave 2 longer ride for his money,
while Tnele Douglas insisted on walking
a block the other way so that he counld
have his money a little longer.
SIMON PTRE.
—
HARASSED
Wherever I go Death surely comes be-
hind me,
Pressing me cruelly into lfe, across
The passionate goal, forbidding that Y
pause
Wlih my desire: XNo place but Death
will ind me—
For If my eres seek beanty, light will
blind me,
And always must folfiflment turn to
loss;
Nor will lIove, even, stay my fiight, be-
cause
It is too brief, too wiling to unbind me.

And there is pain, that waxes pale, and
wrath,

Floutirg Its ermpty antics—there is
laughter

That huris a shadowy echo back to
me. . . .

1tfe Is a pad descent, a headlong path
I foHow breathiessly, and Death comes

after,
And whips my beele, and will not let
me be.

S. TEEETE.

—_—
OMAR IN BOSTON
A Kitcherzette, 2n In-a2-dor, and thot
Beside me eating onions on rye bread,
Oh, that were paradise no kow. I.
——
it is 2 to =note that the

=

are told there is nothing in ihi
bill to interfere with Ilocal sel

control Inevitably, nevertheless,
the tendency will be toward the

cause the weather is tad apd there
s 2n embarrassing complication in
rrection with the election and
eating and TomSe: g of members
We get 2 good local
in the March 17 ceiebratio

Lorat

ieven i
K

tIs po plzce Ike it.

Mussolini and Mafiz

ernes
e, 3fuss

2s the savior of S

land that cri

rg criminaii
ziian settlements.

2 asseriion n

oras of approval which !

n the terror of the Mafa. Witn-:
minal secret so-}
2s peen 2t least as powerful
e Czmorra was in Nzples. Iis!
hand nes {reguenty accem-
0
7 and

Tze:

members, they were:
seek redress frr.mi

ority, could live]
i and boyeotting. :
n zppears 10!
that rever 'OFT
offender zs if he i APD
trat 2il seemed to|
s00n he madei

znd vioiemce were re-

iwkere the money comes from and
:with the Depariment which repre-

s oficially the educaziional work
of the couniry. There is a ver-
ul lobby hard at work for this bill:

Washington.

VWhy should the relative ratings of
ihe first and last crackers from the
‘box 2pply to earlier and lafer work
:by 2 Rudyard Kipling?

i

to thes
that we

snew®s ™27 be lef: mainly
cabic miles of distant fire
call the sun.

mzke faces across?

Tke siraw bailots on prohi
nciude the straws that went w
ulep glasses.

1t

.out should beware of back-drafis,

:2go 2s when day unto day
i tered speech.

DAILY LESSONS
IN ENGLISH

| b gy W. L. GORDON———4

OFTEN

icextiraiizing of- control in the place;

From now on, removal of any late:

Could not Chile and Peru be sep-i
tarated by 2 reutral zone t0o wide to!

—_ The prorosed law to lzbel the coal’The thoughts that atize in me.
Some of the Italian dictator’sPSt TP in bags would give work toi
+ critics are saying, Well :mmeralog:sts.
i Ther camnot but|

“%i g6 I break It tp With a hammer

! Talkirg by light ray began as long '

Expensive but indispencable, thel
zwlessness. Intended to'socizl effort to thin the thick.

2w zrd rule the isiand,:
more drezded than
made the frightened

Forida Beautification and Foresay So-
ciety at Galnesvi rida, has its of-
: fce In Language hall As a correspon-
ident writes: *Everyining responds o
! cuitivation 1z Florida; iangcage is not

ineglected.”

——
Tis rexinds ts that the cletk of the
C. coxrzaittee In London has
the word “serveries™ Zfor ithe
the kiichen at County

very” of comparatively recent birth lor
any oo from which mezls are served
——
“202” OR A “WAVE"?
(Prilips, Wis.,, Tizes)

a tonsorizi Gper
Hospital 1zst Wednesday.

——
APOLOGIES TO TENNYSON
As the Worid Wags:

Of course I am aware that verse Is
the most a2bused formm of literars com-
position, and tkat 0@y is the lowest
orm of verse—sidll, 1 think I caz hard-
ir be biamed too severel¥.
t:".ey are selllng since the sirike was
settied Is just a2bout as flreproof as ever,

Here Is the rescit:

i’Brmk. dreak, break, .

! An, tu!s stone gray cozl, ok, geel

! snd it's well that I éare not Glter

i Time was when anthracite was coal
TWith conbustibility,

row It's moztly stone and slate
ith a little buckwheat 2nd pea.

v

t Ard I shovel it in with 2 praver,

- : And some of it burns, but most of 12
The man who tries ‘o smoke others i

turns

i Into citniers and despatr. .
! s

{ Break, break, break,

! Ah, this stone gray coal, ok, gee!

first ut—é}'or the happy days when coal would

blaze
T7iil never come back to me.
JMansfeld.

0. HORROUGHS.
—_—

f A nex English mz
H
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tion of these town names:

| Posset (Prctishead)?

—ee

——

d by B
éing nov
sz months.—Alre

oyes.

e

oceazion

It would de a ve
! - his or her

Tter e one whe
er with the telepheone

at being -called George. Fifty years ago dis

‘is dated 1841. Thornton also quotes a

ine Word Lore,
teiis American tourists that Clayhanger
ts pronounced Clanger and Cirencester
15 Cizzeter. Some of us knew this; but
Low many krncw the local pronuncia-

ury {(Zor Baltonsborough), Ferl-
or Fiddington), Arrersice (Alder-
. wasiey), Stan‘ell (Whatstandwell), and

The nexspaper has the advantage of
es to teil us precisely whal we
require to read.—Lord EBlanes-

rs that the hooks
today last about

i to offer

SELECTIONS FROM OUR MAIL BAG

“0. K. -
To the Editor of The Hersld:
Since, 80 far as he is aware, the pres-
ent writer {s the only.person who has
investigated the history of these nuow
famous {nitials, perhaps & statement
giving the result of bis researches will
not be without interest. Of the many
theories that have been advanced, some
(but by no meéans all) of which were
mentioned in the Herald editorial of
March 8, the only one that deserves
1 1 tion is that th
the lstters with Andrew Jackson and
Jack Do .
In 1788 Jakson went to Nashville,
Tenn., and the records of Sumner coun-
ty contain this entry:
“Oct. 8, 1790. “Andrew Jackson, Esq.,
Proved a bill of sale from Hugh Mc-
Gary to Gasper Mansker, for a negro
men, which was O. K.”
In 1860 James Parton, from- whose
“Life of Andrew Jackson™ the above i3
quoted, said: “A common western mis-
take for O. R, which a

-in on horseback, and they made & fine

buttenders, ringtails, O. K.'s {flat bur-
glary this latter title) and indominables
talked strong about nullification and all
that.” This is the earliest appearance
known to me of “O. K" As the cam-
paign advanced and the fun became
more and more furfous, the letters ap-
peared@ more frequently. On June 17,
1840, 8 convention was held at Worces-
ter and the Boston Atlas (a Whig
paper) of the 18th gave a long descrip~
tion, in part as follows:

“A part of the Barre delegation came

show. They ¥ paxtly &3 dressed in
black coats ana white pantaloons, and
wore & log cabin button op their hats

life environing themn, and they revolt.
They cease to belleve that its many
maladaptations are justified by anything
but humar inertis. But s0 vast is that
inertia and so untrained are thefr minds
to anything better, that they can con-
celve of nothing to do but explode
agrinst things as they are, and the re-
sult is a shattering cyclons of ertma.
1 predict ‘that neither the offois] ex-
perts in crime nor the Harvard {nvesii-
gators will get far in the conquest of
this cyclone, unless they study the fun-
a al avils of whish cause
it, and will cause it as.long as the wnis
remain unpiodbed and uncyred.
MORRISON 1 BWIRT.
m, March 10.

R,

as a kad e ber of p

on horseback was about 0. Carriages
followed, containing the Barre Whig
Assoclation and bearing a banner with

the motto, ‘Qur measures, the good of|.

the country—our *men, Harrison and
Tyler.” The band rode in a stage, which
kad & barrel of hard cider on the bag-
.gggex.!:a;?k, marked, with large letters,

Finally, as the campaign progressed,

recorded. Hence, perbaps, the saying
‘0. E°* (L 136). Why soould “O. K.
be ‘a common western mistake fof
O. R”? No evidence, other than this
entry, has ever been adduced that it
was. My guess s that this is a case
ofs “the boy lied.” I don’t mean that
the entry 1s a fake (though when X
tried some 16 years ago to verify it I
was unable to do s80), but merely that
Parton misread the letters, which were
not “O. K.” but “O. R.** Those
with the handwriting of the 17th cnd
16th centuries know that it is often
dgﬂ!cult._and sometimes impossible, to
tinguish between the wzapital letters
K and R. This is the case even when
thers i3 a context. For instance, fam-
flfes named King and Ring flourished
at Plymonth tn ths 18th century, and
when editing the ‘Plymouth Church
Records, 1620-1859* several years ago I
was often puzzled to know whether the
name wes King or Ring. If thers ‘is
uncertainty even when there i3 8 con-
text, much greater is the uncertainty
when there is a letter only.
case, what are the
known facts about “O. K.”? The earliest
extract In the Oxford dictionary Is
dated 1847, and the earliest certain ex~
tract in Thornton's “American Gloasary”

passags, to which he assigns the date
1828, from Peter H. Burnett’s °““Recol-
lections,” where it iz stated that “in
the presidential campalgn of 1828
Jack was d by his
of being illiterate, and *it was alleged
that he-spelled the words ‘all correct’
thus, ‘oll Lorrect.” Hence originated
the abbreviation O. K" (p. 45). Now
in the preface to that book, Burrett
says that “In the month of October,
1860, I began to write out my recollec-
tions and opiniom,” and that *“since
November, 1860, I had not farther
prosecuted my desizn until the month
of March, 18i8"; and the book was not
published nxtil 1880. Clearly, therefore,
Thornton made a mistake in dating
the extract 1828, as it could 1ot u.ve
been written before 1860 and ‘perhaps
not untit between 1878 and 1880.

In his “Americanisms,* blished tn
1871, De Vere wroze: b
“The story goes that Gen. Jackson
was not much at home In the art of
spelling, and his friend and admirer,
Maj. Jack Downing, found, therefore,
ne difficulty In convinclng the readers

a8 perfect epidemic of “O. K.'s"” and
“EK.'s” ‘ed in‘'the hezdlines of the
‘Whig papers. Thus, after Van Buren's
burial by the Whig Iandslide, the Bos-
ton Post (a Demoaratic paper) late in
November mournfally remarked:,

“‘There is some fun about the Whigs,
after all. On a banner in & Whig con-
vention, held somewhers ‘out West,®
was the following:

X h:

h: 4 X. j: 9

Kinderhook Kandidates Kant Kome it
Kwite.”* .

And now for my final extract. As
ziready stated, neither Seba ‘Smith nor
C. A, Davis employed the Iletters
“0. K.* in thelr books. But so popular
were those two serles—the popularity
dating from Jackson's tour to the ecast-
ern states in the spring of 1833—that
imitators sprang up and many letters
signed *“Jack Downing,” dbut by whom
written iz not known, wers prirted in
the newspapers. In the Boston Atlas
of Aug. 19, 1840, appeared this item:

*‘0. K. Thess init according to
Jack Downing, were first used by Gen.
Jackson. “Those paper, Amos, are all
correct. I have marked them O. K.’ (ol
korrect). = The
at spelling.’*
member of Jackson’s cabinet.)

Now it is not necessary to prove that
Jackson was a bad speller, and my
friend, Mr., Worthington C. Fords, tells
me that he wasn’t. Nor s it necessary
to prove that Jackson ever himself em-
ployed the letters “O. K.,” of which
there 18 no evidencs except the above
item, obviously a joke perpetrated by
some unknown Jack Dowrning. All that
it is necessary to prove 15 that someone
said he did—and this is shown In the
exmract of Aug. 19, 1840.

Hence, If the explanation here offered
i1s correct, “O. K. takes its place
‘words and  phrases—like
‘“Whig,” *Tory,” “Puritan* “Quaker,”
“Yankee,” “Jonathan, Jona~

To the Editor of The Herald:
May I add my humble word of appre-
clation of Mr. Whiting’s articles on local
New England. To all, these articles
must be charming, replets as they are
with the peculiarities of Whiting style.
To all, except the local oldest Inhabitant
with a bent for local historical research,
the articles must be instructive. To me,
A comparatively recent immigrant, they
sre both charming ang Ol;;?-ucuve.
FINLAY.

First National buil » 1 Fede)
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OUR VISITING BIRDS
To the Editor of The Herald: .

I read in yesterday’s Herald that
someone in Marlboro has seen a flock of
20 robins and accordingly ventures to
predict an early spring. While thess
birds probably were migrating, for =
flock of this size seldoth remsins with
us over winter, the bare fact that
robins are present does not indloate
any immediate or unusual in e
weather. - The list of birds published by
the Boston Soclety of Natural History
rates the robin as resident, a statement
with which most observers agree. I
mynself saw a flock of eight on Feb. T
and have seen a few almost every week
since, )

Golafinches also are resident in this
locality and are more common than
robins. At least one may be sesn on al-
most any bright sunny day.

The American pipit or tithark, how-
ever, which we know only during the
periods of migration and seldom before
April, has agein reached this point on
its journey to its breeding grounds in
the far north. I noticed a small flock
on March 5, the first sinoe Iast Novem.
ber. ROGER B. THOMPSON.

Suddury, March 8.

—. o
DENIES BEINQ A CRAPE HANGER
‘To the Editor of The Herald:

Since this city fell into the possession
of the boom and boost faction thres or
four years ago, I have often complained
of the unwonted conditions under which
a citizen must live. The boost program
entailed many great viz: a
city manager form of government, &

than”™ (which baes nothing to do with
Gov. Jonathen Trumbull), “TUncle
Sam™ (which bhas nothing to do with
Samuel Wison of Troy) and number-
less others—that have originated in
ridicole or mild derision. Certainly it
is extraordinary that an expreasion (if
it may be cziled such) first found in an
American ' political campaign in 1840
should socon bave crossed the Atiantic,
shonld now be wused throughout the
Epglish gspeaking world, and should
even have been adopted Into the

of his ‘etters” that the Presid em-~
vloyed the letters O. K. as ar indorse-
ment of applications for office and other
papers. They were intended to stand
for ‘all correct,” which the old gentle~
ruan preferred writing oll korrect.™
(p. 277).

Two collections of Jack Downing let-
ters were published in book forrz. One,
entitled “The Life and Writings of Maj.
Jack Dowxirg,” was written by Seba
Smith of the Portland Conurler, of which
paper .he was editor and in, which the
letters first appeared, beginring in 1820;
tkis was published at Boston in 1833.
The other, entitled “Letters of J.
Downirg,” was published in New York
in 1834, the letters taving first appeared
in the New York Daily Advertiser; and
this collection was written by Charles
Augustus Davis. Nefther in Smith’s
boox ror in Davis's is there a word
ahout Jackson and “‘O. K™ Neverthe-
less, it does not foLow that De Vere
Was #TOoZg.

The famouns “Jog cabin and hard
cl@er” ané *"Tippecanoce and Tyler, $00,”
presidentiai camzaign occurred, it wili
be remembered, In 3i840. In a Jetter
ted New TYork, Aprll 14, 1840, and
nted in the Boston Transcript of the
13th (p. 2), 2 writer sald: *“When the
registry law was frst spoken of the tall
of the Democrailc party, the roarers,

1a of two or three foreign na-
ticns. ALBERT MATTHEWS.
Boston, March 10.

CRIME’S REAL CAUSE

To the Editor of The Herald: -
It is curfous how skilfully the chief
cause of crime has been svaded by all
the recent speakers and writers on the
subject. TUnderneath all the visible
manifestations of crime, a2 volcanic re-
action ageinst the follles, needless

rgl of thres political newspapers
Into two, both owned by a water power
syndicate, and a2 general obli-

gation that everybody must bs forever

$1,000,000 state pler and our $60,000
1 organ, our incom-
harbor, Casco Bay and

other natural attractions. .

Nobody 1s better aware that Portland
fs 2 fine and attractive little city—or
was before the boom and boost blight
struck it—than L But signs of
deterloration soon became noticeabdls,
and so0 I spoks of the boom
and boost plan as a faihire.
Afore recantly 1. heard State Senator
Hinckley stats emphatically over the
radio that “Portland ix 4ying,” end he
named loss of fon and |
as the symptoms. I repeated his state-
ment, and added that the doubling of
taxes is one of the most painful fea-
tures of the case.

For this I have been called & “grape

wrongs and w of our
general system of iife is in p
and its mein expression thus far is the
terrific outburst of crime.

No one can say that we are giving
any rationel thought to our system of
life. We do a0t regard it as something
we can control, the thing above all
others that we ought to control It kaa
grown to what it is as the product of
pure chance. Nothing in 211 human af-
f2irs has received so little attention of
brains. TYet we venerate it a3 a high
and holy creation of Intelligence,
though there is virtnally no intelligence
in it anywhere, beczuse intelligence was
never allowed to govern {ts formation
or even expose Its faults.

A cataciysmeic war occurs, and a0
tke 0ld srackies on thinking are broken

4

* by the Lowell Courler-Cigizen;
and a falsifier by the local organ of
boom-and-boost. As to the former I
said that Portland is dying, not dead,
so I do not figure in the role of under—
taker’s assistant. That taxes have
doubled I can prove by my own tax
bilis from 1915 to 1925.

‘“Portland is dying,” I repeat, but I
believe that before she advances further
into the moribund state her cure will
be effected by a return to sanity and
wisdom om the part of her sons and
daughters. The Portland paper said
that the Lowell paper seemed to have
taken me too seriously, but it wounld be
impossible for any editor, or any other
person of good sense, to take too seri-
ously the facts and fgures which show
that this ancient city is dying unnder

off. Suddenly great o DI

perceive tte 2astounding Incongruities,

an unsuitable system of government.
GEORGE A. ELDER.
Portland, Me., March 9.

wastes gnd stupidities of the system of

PAAIASAA

]
Y
i
1

fi
1

S
,

'ﬁ"\' 3

-
Lxy)

Oxr techwical books e the

home buyers or builders.
without charge.

of CoPPXR and BRASS are at
the disposal of Architects, Eagi-
neers and Building Contractors.
““4 Real Home"’ is a book jfor

Ay

are BRASS DIPED

THeY ARE TYPICAL Of the many thou-
sands of important buildings and
homes in which Brass pipe keeps
down maintenance cost.

Brass pipe is rust-proof It ends

Sext

rust troubles and the repair and
replacement expense caused by rust.

COPPER " BRASS

RESEARCH ASSOCIATION

25 Broadway, New York

LIKES WHITING'S NEW ENGLAND
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