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By JILL WALLACH
Union correspondent
WILLIAMSTOWN - The
approval of the saie of Mt. Hope
Farm estate to Williams College
Tuesday in U.S. Bankruptcy Court,
raises some interesting questions
about the college’s interest in the
property and the future of the 1,100
acre estate.

Williams College purchased the
estate in 1963 from Lenox Hill Hos-
pital in New York City. It did little
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Mt. Hope Farm sale raises

with the property, found it expen-
sive 10 maintain and finally sold it
for $856,000 10 August E. Mansker,
a health spa magnate in 1978.

Commentary

Mansker put nearly $600,090 into
upgrading the 72-room Elm Tree
House and grounds during the five
years he owned it, but began having
financial difficulties in 1983. In
December 1983, he agreed to sell
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Turnip time

Santes Bonos of Holyoke picks turnips at the Park Farm in
Hatfield Wednesday.

Ex-Pittsfield man admits
to sex assaults on boys

PITTSFIELD — A former city
man pleaded guilty Wednesday to
seven sexual crimes involving two
boys, and will be sentenced in Jan-
uary in Berkshire Superior Court.

Edward Darragh, 57, now of
Cambridge, pleaded guilty to five
counts of indecent assault and bat-
tery on a child under the age of 14,
and two counts of rape and abuse of
a child without force.

Darragh admitted to the indecent
assaults on two boys, age 11 and 12,
and to the rape of the 12-year-old, in
incidents which occured in Pitts-
field during September, 1983.

Judge Charles Alberti scheduled
sentencing for Jan. 28.

Right-To-Know

NORTH ADAMS — Municipal
employees will have an opportunity
to learn more about their responsi-
bilities under the new Right-To-
Know law at a state sponsored

- seminar Friday at North Adams
State College.

The day long series of workshops
will begin at 8:30 a.m. in The The-
atre in Venable Hall on the NASC
campus.

The training session is being pre-
sented by the Boston law firm of
Foley, Hoag and Eliot and will be
based on a compliance manual the
firm has published.

Participating in the forum are

Also pleading guilty in Superior
Court Wednesday was Horace Costa
Jr., 28, of 156 Elizabeth St., Pitts-
field, to two counts of using a tele-
phone for gaming purposes and one
count of conspiracy to register
bets.

Alberti ordered Costa to pay a
$1,250 fine for conspiracy, and
placed the telephone charges on
file.

Costa is one of 21 people charged
in September with various gambling
crimes following a series of raids in
central Berkshire. Seven others
have also pleaded guilty, with the
cases against the remaining defen-
dants still pending.

law seminar set

Joseph Ambash and Paul Lyons, of
the law firm, and Robert J. Olsson,
a safety engineer with Spencer
Press Inc. in Hingham.

Susan Moorehead, a spokes-
woman with the firm, said the
training session at NASC is the sixth
and last of the serninars held across
the state over the last few weeks.

The other sessions have been held
at the Statehouse in Boston, Fra-
mingham, Worcester and two other
cominunities.

The Right-To-Know Law went
into effect earlier this year, but
local communities have had diffi-
culty implementing the new law.

the estate back to a group of uni-
dentified Williams alumni for $1.2
million 10 cover the mortgages
owed on the property.

Outgoing Williams  President
John W. Chandler and William S.
Reed, vice president of administra-
tion and treasuvrer at Williams, have
stated repeatedly over the past year
that the college is interested only in
maintaining the “integrity of the
estate and insuring that develop-
ment is minimal and in keeping
with the character of the town.”

Hodgkins seeks
end to toll calls

By JOHN HITCHCOCK
Union bureau chief

LEE — State Rep. Christopher J.
Hodgkins, D-Lee, thinks there
should be no toll calls within Berk-
shire County.

Currently, the county is roughly
divided into three calling areas,
North, Central and South, with resi-
dents having to pay for calls to
towns only a few miles away.

Hodgkins has petitioned the state
Departinent of Public Utilities to
designate the entire county as a
“primary calling area.”
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And he has sent copies of his peti-
tion, with cover letters, to select-
men and city officials in the 30
towns and two cities in Berkshire
County, asking them to collect sig-
natures and send them to the
DPU.

He noted that the DPU set a coun-
tywide toll-free precedent in June

Coalition to host meeting

NORTH ADAMS — The Northern
Berkshire Labor Coalition is spon-
soring a community meeting on Sat-
urday, Dec. 8 at 11 am. at the
Greylock Community Club on Route
2.

The session is free and residents
of the area are welcome to attend.

The meeting has been called to
discess plant closings, wage cuts
and union busting by local indus-
tries in Northern Berkshire, accord-
ing to a spokesman for the group.

Addressing the group will be Judy
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possibly turn over the active farm-
land to the non-profit organization
Trustees of Reservations.

The parinership in December
1983 offered Mansker $1.2 million
for the property. They were outbid
by the Carley Capital Group of
Madison, Wisc., who offered $2 mil-
lion for the property and had devel-
opment pians for the estate similar
to those of the partnership.

But Carley Cupital withdrew
when Williams College challenged
the sale’purchase agreement and
the partnership purchased the
$200,000 deposit on the property
made by Carley Capital through the
Mz. Hope Realty Trust.

Mansker then tried to sell the
property to John R. Campbell for
$2.2 million. Campbell also had
plans to develop a conference cen-

But it would appear that the
group of alumni, known only as the
Purple Mourntain Partnership, will
again be involved with development
of the estate.

James Kolesar, director of Public
Information at Williams, said Tues-
day that college officials will be
meeting soon with the group of
alumni to discuss the partnership’s
proposal 10 use the house as a con-
ference center, break up some of
the land for home building lots and

questions for Williams

ter for Fortune 500 companies at
the estate.

But again the college successfully
challenged the purchase and Tues-
day their offer of $1.64 million was
accepted by Judge Paul W. Glennon.
Campbell intends to seek the return
of his $110,000 deposit plus- the
maintenance costs he spent on the
estate during the iast few months.

Yet the college has made it clear
that they object to development of
the property by outside developers.
They clearly objected 1o the fact
that Mansker reneged on 2 verbal
agreement lust Deceinber to sell ihe
estate to the Purple Mountain Part-
nership. They have also made it
clear that the college wants to
retain control of any development
that occurs at the property.

The question is, why?

by designating all of Franklin
County as a primary calling area.

Hodgkins said the existing toll
call boundaries are barriers “to the
development of Berkshire County”
and are an unfair hardship to resi-
dents, who must pay long distance
charges to make calls required of
them by state, county and federal
agencies.

He noted that Williamstown resi-
dents calling the district Welfare
Department office in Adams must
pay, with similar situations
throughout the county.
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He said Boston residents have a

- INSEDE-OUT

Home Improvement & Decorating
571 East street, Pittsfiel .

‘ Mon. x‘,hl.'u 5_&}. 8-_5 Thqrs.’ 8- 3 I’el 443-7434 -

_abg> Inside Out and Mastercraft is
e is all you need to make your holi- §
%,. day shopping a breeze. We
[T=_ have gifts from toy boxes to
gun cabinets, hutches to enter-
tainment stands and much
.. -~ Much more!

45-mile radius toll-free area, while Ui pf ['
the Berkshire boundary is closer to [at' T i
10 miles. e

The legislator also said the New - e
England Telephone Co. provides X t_‘:’r
toll-free numbers so customers in S A
North and South Berkshire do not

have to pay to call the phone com-

pany’s Pittsfield office. . .

Ruff of Greenfield, former presi-
dent of United Electrical, Radio &

-1, HURRY IN!

and SAVE
==+ . UNFINISHED OAK?

Yes we have it
We have entertainment stands

from 31 99-5499

Machine Workers of America, Local
274, and presently co-chairman of
the Franklin County Unemployed
Council; Jerry Burdick of North
Adams, a former employee of
Adams Supermarkets; Mike
O’Brien, chairman of Local 285 of
the Service Employees Interna-
‘tional Union, at North Adams
Regional Hospital and Ray Bass,
president of Local 200 of the Inter-
national Union of Electrical Work-
ers at Sprague Electric.

.Buy a Delta Wood Shaper*

before December 31, and you

soecra PRECISION|
POWER TOOLS

GREAT SHAPES FREE.
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ENERGY .

T (ST COLLECTORS

BEST Quality Collectors,
TANKS AND COMPONENTS
OWN A SOLAR SYSTEM NOW-
NO PAYMENT UNTIL SPRING

316 Merrill Rd., Pittsfield
413-447-7658
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cBring your shopping list for things you won't find
anywhere else. Enjoy lunch or dinner at one of
our three delicious restaurants. Browse the
Workshops. Savor the Foods and Spices
Gifts & Pleasures abound from a Gift
Certificate to Stocking Stuffers -
. to aBit ¢f Coal.

West Stockbridge, Massachusetts
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clh'e . ! | § get to choose two carbide-
aglc of +| R tipped. 3-lip cutters—worth

$120—free. The Delta Shaper
has the versatility to make
mouldings on straight,
internal and external, curved,
and irregular surfaces. And it
does it accurately—with less
chatter. Buy one now, and you
can shape up right away with
free accessories from Delta.

SWITCH BLADES FREE.

Buy a Delta Sawbuck
Frame & Trim Saw
before December 31,
and you’ll not only

~; get the highspeed
blade that comes
with it, but you'll pick
up a Delta 8x24 ATB,
carbide-tipped

. circular blade —
worth $59.85—free. The Delta Sawbuck is the only saw versatile
enough to crosscut, miter, bevel, and cut compounds too-yet
portable enough to fold up and roil away. And now it lets you
switch blades, free.

TAKE A STAND FREE.

Buy a Delta 13 Planer* before
December 31, and you’ll take
away its matching stand—a
.$293.65 value—free. The Deita
Planer is compact and
portable, yet offers big
13x5.9 capacity, cast-iron
construction, and the
quality features of a much
more expensive machine.
Buy it now, and you can &
‘put it to work, then store it
where you want it—atop
your free rolling stand.
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Behind Our New Name Is Our Old Reputation.

HARLAND B. FOSTER, INC.

15 BRIDGE ST., GREAT BARRINGTON, MA

413-528-2100 413-528-0564



