MURIIERER NllW SHERIFF

ONE mm convxc',r GETS A rum.
77~ 'BARDON,

R, T. Mangker Wn Coxmcted of Man-

' slauzhtev——Publicly Knowh He Was a

- Convict, Biit' Citizens Had Faith in
Him.

Denver, Cbl., December 3.—Twenty
years ago- Robert T. Maiisket was re-
leased oii patdlé from the Coloradd Btate
Peniteittiary, where ‘he had. beed #éhic
tenced for manslaughter. Yestérday ‘e,
recexved an uncondltional ‘pardon fromt
Governor Shah-oth The pardon was
granted’ in - order that Mansker might
accept ' thé ofiice of fr “of Union
county, New Mex °:, to whioh HE wad
elécted by an o lie‘lmmg in&]onty

1t was, publicly kriown that Mansker
was & -one . time - convxct In spife. of
that; votmg in accordance with thieir
personal nnpressmne of the. man, the
citizens of Union County elected lnm
Shenﬂ‘ He. led his &icket.

In 188y - NMansker RIlEqQ B.mun, 9.
was ;tried . and_found gullty of - man-
sluughter, in spxte of the. fact that evi-

dence showed that he had not: fired al
single: shot at his victim until the lat- )

ter had: shot three times .at him, . He

was #entenced to four years .in’ the |:

‘penitentiary . at Canon ' City. - He be-
lieved himself to have beert justified in’
the killmg for- which he had been sefi-
tenced: *He was convinced: that his sen:
tente was unjust; -But for all that.he
did- not permit hlmself bo become emblt-
‘tered—at least, if he d\d the fact was
not found out,

. Hid' condiict ¥as exemplary, and he
was paroled on Decémber 81 1802. That
meant that l‘le wag. free td’ come and g0’
as he liked, but fhat lxe was still ‘téohni--

cally a prisoner of- the Sta.be eubgect to

the will of the warden of the -peniten- .

‘tiary. Under such condltlone tie went to

‘New . Mexico, became k- farmer and was |

siiccessful in & $mill - wiy in, Umon

County He wai pleasant to meet diid :

had. notis of ‘the cymclsm that usudily

.becomes o part ‘of thie iné tal aftitide |-

iof those wh_ htve bltf.er expenénces §
Many times he was asked to becoiié

candidate for county ‘offices, bt de- |,
‘clined, At iast he'did"yield, however, .

‘aiid dcoepted’ thieabmination for Sheriff:

Haivinig accepteéd; Ha'went info the race

with determlnation to.win, He had made
no secret of his “prisoni - life. - But he
was surprised when-the -opposing politi-
| cal party showed: ait intention to use it
| against him, 'His “eriminal record”:was
the principal campaign matenal of the
opposition. -

As the story apread, it was exaggerat-
ed, The jury had found him gailty of
manslaughter, but the cxhzene of Union
county, New Mexico, were ealled upon
to believs that Mansker had been,gtulty
of cold-bloded murder.  For cdmpaigil
purposes’ there was no admission of a
theory of self-defense—the faot of th
shooting, and the regord .of the “dourt,
were all that Mansker’s opponents wa.nt-
ed.

"And on° eléetion da.y it wis fouml
that most of the people of the county
went to the polls with just one purpose
=to vote for: Robert T.. Mansker for
Sheriff. )

“Then, after he Had béen elected sofme-
body ‘dug out of the- State .constitutisii

conditionally pardoﬁed by the Governor
of the State in which he hdd ‘beén sen-
tenced.

Then aroge a pubho demand that thiat
difficulty sholild - ‘be overcome: It .Was
'not_the will of the people that the maii
they had nearly all voted for' should
le kept out of office, Pet\t\bnn signed-
by long lists of Utiion county were sent
to the Governor of New Mexico demand:
ing that something be done to give
Mansker the right to hold office, There
was even some falk of calling an extra
session of the New Mexico Legislature
to make .special provision for Mansker
—although it was douhtful whether that
could -be done,

Practical minds, however, epeedily
reached the conclision that thére was a
simpler way, What Mansker needed was
a pardon, full and unconditional. The
thing to do was to get that for him,
 Governor Mills,. of New Mexico, sent a
-personal letter to Governor Shafroth ask-
ing fof. the pardon, Other State officials
of New Mexico, of opposite political

party. to that of Mansker, eent slmnlnr
| requeets. o
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the provision thdt no oné time- corvict'
could hold office unléess he had been un-:
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