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om (he nncheilu Fost Expresa. I
The ‘Century Dictlonary says’ of “
“Orfxin obacure. The_letters are usually
sl to havh been used orfglnally by An-
drew Jackson, seventh, president of ine
United States, s an abbreviation of ‘all
cortecl” spelled, whether through lgnorance
or humcrousls ol korrect, but this is oubt-
Lass aa nventlon, Another siatexent refers




the use to Q4 Keokuk, aa Indian <
who Is sald to'have llln.ll treaties Wllh‘llt
Initluls, 0. K>
§omae years ago the editor of the Am-rlw
can Magaaine of History rade a careful
Investigation Into the origin of “O. K." and
concluded that It cImo from the Choctaw
word oke, which in’ Choetaw exBctly
T s ‘sound s tho alghabety peondne
clatton of the letters O. K. in English, The
meaning of the word ‘oke, as nearly us it
» b in Engllsh, Is “that 13

x.. the Mev. Cyrus Byington's Choctaw
New Tostament the | nce, Mate
thew v., 13, “Yy are

taient Ta mpet huchenin m.xe.- Tter-
ho earth dts salt e, that ko &

cal Jackson 13 aitributel “ine 1o
troduction of khe Choctas woid Inte our
speech, Defors the warlof 1813 1a voyaxes
up and down ths Missssizpl and In'trad~
ing expeditions overland from Nachvill
Tenn., tb Natches, Miss., through the Chacs
taw' natlon, he was|brought Into frequeny
communication whh thess Indfane, Genernl
Jackeon wes prone on the use of encrgetla
smethods of assertion, and Kearing that thls
word “gke' s fftquently used by the Choc-
taw people, ho learnad the meauing cone

bol of hls favorite Choctaw expsession.
That the abbrevation O. K. waa coined by
Jackson htmselt and used by him Jong
Jears before |t passed into the o urrent
lang finds confirmation In an extract trom
he court records ot*Sumter ‘county, Ten-
neasee, as follows: “Ocober 6, 170, At~
drew Jackson, Esa., proved a billl of zale
from Hugh McGary to Gasper Mantker,

t

15 Ikely that the “0, J.” of this entry was
suggested by Jackson himselt s & brlef
way of saying, after the Choctaw fashion,
Ahat the claim had been legally made out.




