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T"}:ET—WENTIETH LEGISLATURE

THE MINUTES OF BOTH BRANCHES.

s s

The Senate Does a Full Business—The House
Refuses to Validate Actsof the Late
L2nd Board,

Avsts, Tex., March 18.—-Senater Terrell
was elected president pro tem. i the ab-
sence of President Wheeler. .

\Ir. Barney—Resolution that the chair-
man of the special committee on the Willis
investization be aunthorized tv printin the
Jonrnel such partions 9f the testimony as

he may deem necessary. "
r. Gregg wanted the testimenyin fn!

printed if he had to pass upoa 1t
Alr.Stinson would not condemn 4 man un-

less he hed ail the testizzony.
Ameadments were offered coyering these

objections.

Chairmsn McDepald and Camp, of the
committee, explaiced that they proposed fo
print 2ll the oral testimony, but tke
transcript from the record of the trials at
Clarendon might be summarized.

Ar. Burgess thonghtall the testimony

oht to be nrinted excopt what the chair-
g;a;n of the cowmittes and Representatives

ny agree to omit.
m:\!vr. Allen objected to the priating of any

art of the testimony. The House would
ve it to the comumittee, ..
ié%fhe resolution was amended reqpmg:
the testimony in full to be printed in tho
journals, but authorx%ing summary of
wascripte and adopie [
u..’1\\131-5. La%e introdaced a bill to prohibit
hirtog out convicts for a longer term than
€3T3.
mﬁx}: Douslass, of Jefferson—Bill to pro-
hibit holding of avy couuty office by aper-
gon not & quslified voter 1o the county.

Mr. Davii—Bill torequire @ certified copy
of the petition with ciration 0 be s2rved
upon defendant when a non-resident of the
eounty iz which the suit is broaght. A

Senate bill to require railway compsuieg
having connecting or crossing hines to take
each other’s freight and promptly rransport
it. Passed t3~¥ngrossment,

Senate bill suthoring the treasurer to ré-
fwad money paid for bunds under act of
1870, for which patents are refused or
patents cancelled, passed to engrossment.

The pnzrmacy bill, on second resding,
was discussed and killed off oy indefinite

ostponsraeni It‘took Just am hoor to 10~

¢t tne death penzlty.
& The invxmtign to :)!;: Senate to attend the

rohibition mass-meeting at the court

ouse to-night was read, and Mr. Pope
aszed the Senators who veoted for the pro-
wibition amendment to represent the Sen-
ate at the meeting. ]

Senare bill to revive land serip, by J. C.

:ton, passed.
Pas:?:s’:ep bl to-validate motarislacts of
Wilnam Neal, of Stephens Connty. .

Pending discussion the morning session
adjourned.

AFTERNOOXN SESSION.

Houso bill to postpone forced collection
of taxes of 1535 to November, 1857, in cer-
tain counties.

Ar. Burney’s Senate bill postponing tax
sales in all the counties to the first Monday
in Angust was sabstituted for the House
il Messrs. Waoods, Claziborne, Jarvis,
Douglass of Jefferson, Abercfomble, Tar-
rell. Gregg, Douglass of Grayson aund
Houston exemprad tneir counties from the
operation of the bill.

An amendment to substitute_September
for Angust was adopted, 2nd the bill
passed to engrossment by oze majority,

1n the discussion of this bill Senator Jar-
v1s replied to the remarks of Mr. Terrell in
reference to Fort Wertt, made yesterday,
ang tarred the joke against Terrell very
reatly.

Two House bills emending the game laws
passed.

House bill increasing the penalty for
Tigamy to penitenhary from two to five
years passed.

House bill fixing penatty for illegal voi-
g covering defect in present law, whien
epplies only to peneral elections, The bill
punishes 1llegal vating at any election.

House bill requiring doetors’ diplomas
or licenses to be fled with County Clerks
passed.

Penainz consideration of the billexempt-
inp varous counpties from operation of the
eriminal game laws, when the bill wasin a
tangle, the Senate adjourned till to-mocTow.

TEE HOUSE.

Afr. Harnison, by request, introduced a
billto prohibit the entieiry of laborers
under contract from their employers and
to prescribe a penalty thereror.

Ar. Browning introduced a bill to create
the Martin, Seurry, Crosby acd Knoxland
districts. Tne iartin District 1s to be com-
posed of Martin, Andrews and Gaines
Counties; the Sourry Distriet of Seurry,
Kent and Garza; the Crosby District of
Crosby, Dickens, Floyd, Hale, Lamb,
Bailey, Cochran, Hockley and Lubbock;
the Knox District of Knox and King.

Tha Senate Rmendments to the till to re-
store civil end criminal jurisdiction fo the
Courty Courts of Live Oak, Karaes, Throclk-
morton &od other counties were cok-
corred in.

Tpe House refreed to conentr in the Sen-
'Bifl. subsutate for the House reformatory
[

Also non-concurred in Senate amend-
ments to the bill exempring from forced
sala 500 ponnds lint or 1800 poundsseed cot-
tou for every family.

Tte Senate had substituted the necessary
amount of fuel fcr exemyption.

Conctrrence was had 1n the Senate
amendments to the following bills:

Bill pumishing the sale of whigky at
elecions.

Bill requiring county officers to make re-
ports ragalarly to the Commissioners?
Courts.

Biil chaneing terms of Distriet Courts in
the Thirteenth District.

Bill to anthorize cities and towns to levy
ard collees taxes for the construction or
purchase of public bulldings, waterworks,
sewers, street improvenients, etc.

Senste amendraenis to the high license
il wers non-coneurred in. M

Senate biil to r=aure ralirozd companies
to leave crossings or openingsin the fonses
of their rizhts-ot-wav pas=ed.

House bill to reguire insirnetion in Liy-
gene and physiology in the puslie schools
passed.

House bill to ameud the law relative to
saleg of lands= for 1uxes passed,

Mr, Gresham’s railroad %ill as amenged
by the classification and schedale proposed
by Mr, Bell, of Cooke, came up on 1ts third
reading, and after further amendment
was passed.

The hill 10 vahidate the acts of the Land
Board wasg logt—aves 8], noes 50,

Thbe land bill came up.

Ar. Browmug offered an amendment to
gection §, providing that any purchaser
and actuzl setder upon any of the common
gchool, marversity and asylum lands, un-
der any law. who for any canse has failed
to pay the peinerpal and interest, or either,
due the State upon such Ilsnd on the
15 day of Angust, A, D, 1885
apd by reason of such failure
or gefauit suca porchaser’s land has or
mny be forfeitec to thoe State, sach pur-
chaser shall pave iheprier right for six
rionths from the date the act takes effect
to parchase his said lands at such prices as
the unpaid principal atthe time of such de-
fault and the interest due thereon under
ruck former purenass up to the time ke
purchases under thie act shall aggregate,
and such purcaaser shail in all otner re.
apects be governed by the same penaltics,
restrictlons and requirements enjoined by
the act upon other purchasers and wotual
sottlere,

The only opposition to this amendment
Was upon constitutional pronnds, but 3ir.
Browring ang others argued that there was
nothing in the amendmen: contrary to the
provisions of the constitution.

Bpoaker Pendleton also for the first'time

—

during the session took the floor and ably
supported the amendment, It was adopted
—ayes 71, nays 186,

Mr. Hudgins offered an amendment to
strike out tho clause to authorize the sale
of purely pasture lands without permanent
water in quantities not exceeding four sec-
tions to amy one settler, Lost—ayes 34,
nars b4,

Mr. McGaughey offered an amendment to
section £ve in Bl to classitication of lands
as provided, for any person desiring in
good faith to purchase any of the lands not
classifled for the purpose of nct\éni semg:
1nent, may purchase not to exceed one 8o
:iont'at nymwmimmnm prices fixed by the
act by complying with the provisious of
the act which apply to setus! settlers on
agricultural Jands. R

Pending consideration of this amend-
went the House tonk & recess until 1
o’clock.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Mr. McGaughey’s amendment to the land
Bill was adopted.

Mr. Bell, of Cocke, offered sn amend-
wment, exempting the following countles
from the lease provisions of the billand
terminating all present leases in them:
Lipscomb, Ochltree, Hemphll, Roberts,
Gray,Wheeler, Donley, Collingsworth,Hall,
Childress, Motley, Cottle, Dickens, King,
Stone, Fisher, Nolan, Runnells, Concbo,
Banders, Frio, LaSalle and Webb and the
coupties immediately east and contiguous
to these,

After o spirited discussion between Mr.
Bell apd Mr. Paype the amendment was
los —ayes 80, nays 08,

An amendment by 3r. Strong was
adopted requiring that when four soctions
are sold to the same settler they shall be
contiguons of as nearly so as practicable.

Mr, Browniog offered an amendment that
lands be classified as agricultural, which
may beleased u der the act, shall be loased
subject to sale as provided by the act, und
whenever such leased lands may be pur-
chased the lssses shall mive immediate
possersion, provided that the lessee shall
have a pro rata credit upou his next year’s
rent or the money refunded to him by the
treasurer, as he may elecl.

M. Faubion offered the following amend-
meant to the amendment:

“Provided that no actual settler who shall
purchase land within any leasehold shall
be psrmitted to turn loose more than one
head of cattle or horses for every
ten acres of land purchased by
bim  and uninclosed, or in lien
ragreof four hesd of sheep or goats
to every ten acres of land so purchased and
uninclosed; each violation of the provie
sions of thig act which restrict the number
of stick that may be turned loose within
an 1aclosure of 1ands leased from the State
shall be an offense and the offcnder on in-
arctment aud conviction shali be runished
by fine 1n any sum not to exceed §100."

The latter was adopted rs an amendment
to that of AMr. Browaning and became an
amendment to the bill

Tha Hoase adjournad.

TEE WILLIS CASE.

THEE SENATE MOVING CAUTIOTSLY.

AvUSTIN, Tex., March 18.—The attitude of
Temple Houston, the Panhandle senator,
on the Willis case is enizmatical. Neither
the pa tisans nor the opponents of Willis
pave been able to fathom Mr. Houston's
feelings. He has maintained a resolnte
silence. The constitution makes Mr. Hous.
tonone of the thirty-one judges to pass
upon the cas?, and all that he has ever
said was that he would take mnothing but
official coznizance of the ease. Hos evideatly
thinks that the fact that the case has
arisen in his district, is no cause why ke
should deseend from the judge into the
partisan. The Senats to-day indicated a
firm purpose to have the full testimony in
the Willis address proceeding printed, for
thereason the members of the high court do
not prepose, 8s the other House dig, to ¢on-
demn & man upou the recommsndatien
merely of three-fifths of a commuttes,
end without evidence upon which
to predicate & verdict. The committee
intends to snbmit the evidence in full, ex-
cept that it will publisk onlv a svnovsis of
the transcript of the record of the inclosure
cases, This transcriof, of some seventy.
five pages, contains the records of
about sixty trials. One case Dbeing
about the same as another, no me-
cessity exists for priniing the whole.
The commuttee also 1s brinring the investi
gation more strietly within the general
rules for eliciting testimonv, and leaves the
respondent much lass to complain of than
he did, and justly, in the investigation by
the House commuttee. Senators in the dis-
cussion to-day quite plainly indicated they
couald not condemn a msan upon_a report
end testimony such as were acted upon by
the House.

THE TESTIMONY TO-DAY.

The committea was on duty in the after-
noon and the State about conclndad. Among
others Mutt Clark, for the State, ga1d 1n the
Allis case & jury was impaneled. Judge
Willis asked if any of the jury werein-
dicted for gaming. Ope man said he was
indicted, and the Jjudge said stand
aside and that ke was ncw & qualified juror.
In the Munson case, charged with murder,
the jndee called attention to the fact that
evidence was illegally admitted, and said
that1f the Siate’s attorney did not object
the court could mot rule, Mclntyere, a
rambler, and Jodge Willis were very
friendly. Judze TWillis and 3aasker, an-
other gambler, were very friendly.

Cross-examined—The guestion as {o the
disqualification of the jurors in the gam.
bling cases, if made by the distric’ attorney,
was not heard by me, and all I heara was
from tbe judge. I hava not been 1n Mo-

beeha since the 6tk of March., 1 have not
received any  money from  any-
body but the Compiroller for ser-

vices as_witnesa in 1his ease. I never
told Joe Platt that as soon as Willis was
fred out mv pockets wonld be full of
monoy. I never seid that Templetom or
anybody else was putting up money for
me. I have poi recerved enough monev
from the State to pay my expenses in
going and coming to Austin, and am out
323 over and above the script.

THE TWO HOUSES.

A REPRESZNTATIVE ON THE SENATE.

Avstry, Tex., March 18,—2Mr. Latimer, of
the Houss of Commons, to-day pald his re-
spects to the Houee of Lords. He said it
was impo ssible for a bill that goesfrom
the Lower Homse to that body to beso
framed as to meet with approval there,
He msisted that there were men in the
House just as capable of enacting laegisla-
tion for the henefit of the peonle
23 in the Senate. Here he]was applauded,
and the young lawyers all sat erect behind
therr desks. He thought the commous
should rebake this arrogant treatmert and
go Elower 1in giving concnrrence to all the
amendments passed by the Senate to the
Housa bills simply becauss thay came from
that angust bedv. It 1z a fact that soch
House 1ills as are fortunate enough to evar
find their way back from the Senate are
usually almost

TOQ MUCH DISFIGURED

for recognition. Itiz also true that thers
is a good amount of legislative talemt in
the House that will compare favorably with
any in the Benate, Perhaps the true secret
of the trouble complained of by Ar, Lati-
mer 15 the fact thet the Senate is more
deliberative and less hasty with its work,
1t also has u less namber of membérs,
and, therelore, fewer men wnh lioh-
bies to esgeraft ia_  bilis. It may
be s« commenuable ambitinp, but it cer-
tainly spyears to be the ambition of every
Jegislator to bave a hand 1n edittag the
statutes, 2nd witent ona cannot get his ideas
wncorporated toons bill heiries to get
them inte apother. This somenimes re-
sults in paculiar incongruitles in a bill. 1f

tbe House were a smaller body 1t mizht be

fol

Jess ropresoutative. but its leglslation
\so:ﬂd wzdonbiedly beless defective apd
the Senato wonld Navo less rovising to do.

LAND LEGISLATION,

178 CONDITION AT PRESEXT.
Austiy, Tox., March 18.-=Tho Sonato
1and bill has beer Intally amended by the
free grassers, to destroy the lease foaturo
of the case, Under the *may bo made, but
tho lenzo lands mav bo purchased in tbke
lessee’s inclosurs,” of course fow will 1aaso.
The clause ndded to tho bill this morn-

ing for tho rellel of purchasors
of school lands  under  formor
Iaws  will searcely, it the bul
passes, bs operative. The Lurod QOfieo

must be advised, and it is uncoustitutional
whenevor the nitorney general’s oplaion is
obtaized. Tho prosent adwinistraiton 62
the Laud Office is not disposed to declds
constitutional gaestions, und will oxecuto
the laws =s they are found strictly
nccording to tho leiter and spirt.
The House has ruddled the bill with amend-
wmeats until 1% has no symmetry or coher-
ence. The last amenodment of any impor-
tance was that of 3tr. Fanblon, which incor-
porates the principle npos Which Judgo

Terrell’s  fatdous  land was
tounded. This ought to Dbe ro:
jected. It would spoil a pood

measure to shoot it into this extraordinary
jumble of sections, clauses and provisos
that is called a land bill. However, the
Sennte will raject most of the amendments,
thero will be o conferenco report nn

there 18 yot n falr prospect of passing &
govd bill,

AUSTIN NOTES.

ADJQURNMEGNT PROSPECTS.
AvustIx, Tex., March 18.—There is talk of
a resolution to be introduced in the House,
perhaps to-morrow, fixing the first of April
‘or adjournment, but from the condition of
business at present and the slow headway
the House 13 making on the land billit
wonld seem that the 10th would bte 2
better date to propose. The appropriation
bill was made tho special order for iMon.
dav, bat it will be postponed unttl the land
bl is fnished, which can hardly po enriier
than next Wednesdav. The approprintion
Lill will perhaps take n weok in the House
aud saveral days 1n the Senate. Then there
are other measures to coasutne tume, augd,
the chances ure that all of this will carry ‘
the session at least a week into April. |

PIOHIBITION MEETING,

A prohibition meeting was held here to-
night, at which the delegates to the late
convention af Waco gave glowing nccounts
of the interest manifested and the work
done in that bedyv., A resolution was

adopted inviting all the prohibitionists of
Travis County to mest in couvention here
on the 24 of April. Representative Bird,
of Lamar Couaty, and others addressed tha
meeuing, There were about 125 persons
present, inclndiny a number of legislators
and o few ladies.
PHARMACT BILL.

The pharmacy bill in the Senate had a
rough deal from Mr, Pope and other Senn-
tors. Mr. Pope thought whero one death
resulted from mistakes of drug clerks, the
skillful doctors killed their dozen. Bome
of the Sonators abjected oniy to tho
foaturs of requiring all drug clerks
compeunding medicice to be cxnmined
by boards and gat liconses,
especially in the reral districts, where long
distances must be traveled to find tbe
hoards. Q:ibers believed it a job to create
a monopoly in the drug business, and ac
aristoeracy of prascriptionists, and others
favoring the il regerded the ordwnary
drug clerk as a bloody assassin, The crea-
tion of pharmacy boards oy the bill was the
bad medicine the Sennte would not take.
This Legislature is down on boards.

! POSTPONEMENT OF TAX SALRS,

The appeal made by Senator Calkoun in
behalf of tha billto postpone tax salesdin
the drouth stricken couaties this afternoon
was a fine speech, which 1wdnced Senators
to vrote for s measure their better judg-
ment condemns. The biii as it passed
to engros<ment postpones tax sales
untll September mnext in wmore thun
half the counties of the State. Between
this time and September the state ireasury
will need & milhon and a quarter dollars,
less the present casi balance. Would not
the Treascrer throw up the financial sponge
if half the revenuas are postponed through
this season of need? Butthen the Senate is
not going to pass the final reading in its
present shape.

NOTES AND COMMENTS.

The governor has signed forty-five bills,
three joint resolutions andr two specinl
bills. There are numerots bills in the
final stage of completion to be submitted

for his approval, and he has two now ua-
der eousideration, one of whichisin a pre-
carions condition.

There appears no life left in the railroad
commission bill, and it is probably
shelved, though towards adjourument o
spurt to puss it may be made for appear-
ance sake, Its stauncaest friends giveitup,

The House i likely to cut dowa the Sen-
ate appropriation for furniture for the new
Capitol.

A trade is talked of by which the State
would swaptha temporary Camtol, and the
square it is on, for the property north of
the nvew Capfyol, which, if built up, wiil sn-
danger the granits stracture in case of fire,

Thoe eviaence of the Scoich granite cut-
ters is being reduced to writing for use in
the prosecutions of Gus Wilke and Col.
Taylor, capital builders, for importing for-
eign labor. These witnesses are brought
dewn from Burnet at their own expense
and paid off in certiScates

1t 13 reported Judge Wilson has been
nominated fur Congress at Palestine, apd
the frisnds of Capt. R. H. Phelps, of La
Grange here have gone fo work tu secure
bhim the place which Judge Wilson will va-
cate, a posttion he is eminently well guali-
ficd to tll, He hrs leng been a promwinent
and infiuentiat Democrat and a leading
lawyer 1n his district.

The Galveston delegation 1n the House
have up tothe present isme worked together
in perfect harmony, but are likely to lock
horns to-morrow upon the sea wall bill,
which Mr. Gresham favors, and Mr, Plamly
opposes on the ground that 1t interferes
with private rights in property,

Representative  Kennedy, of Starr
County, wss to-day informed by telegram
of the dangerous illness of his wife and
le{t for home.

Mr. P. H. Hennesy to-day gave bond in
the cases against him here, his sureties
being Col. J. P. Smith, of Tort Worth, Mr.
Al, P. Hennesy, of Galveston, and Dr. J, 3f.
Day. of Austin. Heleft for Gslveston to-
night in company with Mr. M. P. Hennoesy.




