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Many a new hmn‘ed c|ass racing craﬁ

w1il emerge from home shops, o
garages for l957 season |

By FRAN KIE GOODWIN

i'no_easy task thése days, espe-

KEEPING up ‘with " the. Joneses is

: 1a.lly when their . first -names
ippen to. be Ted and Ron (Ted’

AIeast 25 hydroplane—

1, of 4754 46th Av. S.

the. dry garage sat an’ excmng
225-class: hydroplane. It was

* the. Shady" Lady, built by Davis ;and

Robert ‘Larsen, 3052 50th Av 5. W
a _Umted Au' Lmes pllOt.

ECAUSE veteran dnvers llke to -
surpnse the competition; hot new .

boats “offen” dre kept top'secret ‘be-
fore:race time in ‘the ‘spring® It'is
known,,however, that at least 19 new

, ‘inches .and 7. liters.

i hydroplane bullderf .

ey sit,” Davxs said; pomt-?': :
the faxmly cars parked in. the

: ‘TOM MANSKER took.a measurement for another sfep:’towardvcomplehon of
) . the lutten his 136-class hydroplane.

“do-xt yourselft _hydros -, soon. . will

have come out of hiding the-Paci- i

fic Northwest. These are in addition

“to the’limited hydropla.nes turned out

by Ron: Jones and by other commer-

..cial builders.: :
‘Many. of . the: sleek new . boats wﬂl
-make their public debuts at the fourth -
" annual - Green Lake Memorial - Day
the Pacific North - Regatta June 2. Most of them will
* race‘under the. colors of the Seattle
Inboard, Racing. Association, a hydro- -
:.plane club that has grown from 6 to
. 126 - members’ since '1951.

These - proud: new imited - hydros

»_kare of. seven ‘different classes—48

135,. 136, 225 266 "and. 280 cubic

tions’ refer 'to_total  piston displace-

o ment of -the: engines, not to the sizes
" of the boats themselves. .
" Some. of..thé  engines -are " stock;
© “others are “hopped Up” to the skies.
.,;All are _built ‘under:-strict - 'specifica- -
".',»tlons of "the “American ‘Power. Boat
-Association, - which  ‘détermines “the °
- ¢lasses - of hydroplanes across the
country ' .

sgree or 'a. million dollars*in your
pocket-to create; one of: these base-

“ment-buiit hydroplanies, -You  do nieed
“a love of speed and. power, plus more.,

than your share ‘of determination.
Glen Davis, who ‘“‘hopped up”. thé
1941 Ford V:8.block for. the Shady

"'—Lady, never -had ‘seen the ‘inside. of
an engine until -last. October. .

He'is
an education student at- the Univer-
sity . of Washmgton

‘music:;
“I'd never monkeyed with .engines -
“I learned "
e :

before,” ‘Davis said.
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~These ‘designa-

ou do’h t need a'n‘engmeermg de-',

mdjoring in he said. “I've also built lots of model’

* builder, Mansker' saved money many
‘ways,

" GLEN DAVIS Ieﬁ' and Robert Larsen’ hotsfed 3 "hopped-up"

automobile

engme mlo the Shady Lady, their new hydroplane in ihe 225-cubic-inch class.

nthrough talking’ with boatmen and

readmg source matenal Then I went

" ahead and did it. You doa't ua.vt to

be an. engmeermg graduate or have
a lot of brains.” . . ~
“Davis’ partner Larsen, caught the

:hy_droplane fever -when he  helped:
:build “the Tempest -(fow  Miss Bar-
“.dahl) for-his neighbor; Norm Chris-

tianson, marine architect.. Prevxously

*his expenence had ‘been Wlth air-
‘planes, not boats: -

Tom “Mansker, buxlder of t.he Klt—
ten, on’ the other hand, is an- expert
boatman, . His father 4ong _has been

“in the boatbuilding businiess, and the -

younger Mansker grew up near boats.
*T ‘couldn’t help" but pick. it up,”

.. That éxperience has

-ac loggmg engmeer and
.~ 5chood students.

.‘The “cost” of a hnuted hydroplane

$3,500, dependmg upon the class-and

" “how much the buxlder ‘wants. to put
. mto it -

r easo S, th_ 136 cIass

Because it ‘has'a .’

stock engme “a:136-class hydroplane

..can bebuilt for as little as $750. Ten
’ »9 ew.: “do—xt yourself” hy-:

to. thxs group:

eing’an: ‘experienced

mcludmg the purchase " of

HE Shady l_ady, a larger 225—class
‘boat, will® total about $1 100 m
cost. 5. T

“We: saved three or: four hundred

. dollars by making our,own patterns.-

and having theixtungs cast,” Larsen

said. ~ These parts included the rud-

_ ning.

varies  from approx:mate]y $550 to-

ent: through ‘other S I R_ A.
g Vmembers ra) o

=,>And, . as boatmen sag

‘ der, rudder,bracket, fcot throttle and
strut. - ]

- *We were going to name the hgat
"Mama's Mink,”" Larsen added, grin-
“That's where the money for
my wife’s mink went.- We discovered
- another boat back East by that name,
.80 we chose Shady Lady."

.-Boats ‘of experimental design nat-
urally cost  more. - Steve ' Radnich,
5023 S. 144th'St., designer and. huilder
of - the new266-class Ven-Tur-Res,
estimates his costs at $3,500.

| “If it works, I'll be in; if it won't,
T'll be out a lot. of money,” Radnich
said. :
Radnich's craft features.an exhaust
system in the tail fin, More amazing,
the boat sprouts noroostertail at all,
because its three-bladed propeller op-
erates all the way in the water. The
propeller is run in a “venturi,” a spe-
-~ cially. designed cylinder based upon

i a: principle: of jet engines.

“’Many : 'builders design their own
hydroplanes, as Radnich  did.- Others
buy-a set of plans for from $10 to
$25.

-'The Shady Lady, for instance, is a
new,, Christianson - design built from
- plans” costmg 4 mere: §15.. It has a
-wider. tupnel” than most hydroplanes
(4 fect: 8 mches between sponsons},
making it more stable in turning cor-

- ners: Like the Ven-Tur-Ree, the Shady

Lady has a three—blade propeller

F_A'ITLE S trim,’ new - hydros are
built on vu'tualIy every type of
plan boating minds: could dream up.
- Their.names’include -everything from
Small Fry to ‘Big Fry—from Miss Fit
“to. Snafu 1I.° . Also, there are Snootful
AL, My’ Lulu and ‘High Lead, named
after a method of logging.
"No matter what the name, ir's ihe
thrill of the speed that counts.
-*You get the same feeling cut of
. driving & hydroplane that you get out

of doing acrobatics.in the air.” That's - :
- the ‘way" Larsen, a p:lot fér seven

_years,:puts,it. .o
there are

" bound 'to. be “some real~going ma-

-~ chines™ among the spring crop of

hydros
Those Jones boys had better waich
out.



